
NORTHERN ECUADOR 
Eastern & Western Slopes of the Andes 

October 1 – 15, 2018 

NAPO WILDLIFE CENTER EXTENSION 

October 14 – 19, 2018 
 

ITINERARY IN A NUTSHELL 
DAY/DATE   ACTIVITY      OVERNIGHT 
Day 1, 10/1:   Arrival, transfer to hotel     Hotel Sebastian 

Day 2, 10/2:   Yanacocha / Old Nono-Mindo Road   Bellavista 

Day 3, 10/3:   Bellavista Road and trails AM; Lunch at Alambi; 

    PM birding Tony Nunnery’s home   Sachatamia 

Day 4, 10/4:   Angel Paz AM / Oilbirds PM    Sachatamia 

Day 5, 10/5:   Milpe AM with lunch at Mirador,  

PM birding Old Mindo-Cinto Road   Sachatamia 

Day 6, 10/6:   AM Sachatamia / PM Equator museum   Puembo Bird Garden 

Day 7. 10/7:   Antisana (lunch at Tambo Condor)   Guango 

Day 8, 10/8:   Antennas and Papallacta Pass    Guango 

Day 9, 10/9:   AM Guango / PM drive to San Isidro, birding en route  San Isidro 

Day 10, 10/10:    San Isidro and environs     San Isidro 

Day 11, 10/11:    Early morning departure for Loreto Road,  

drive to Wildsumaco     Wildsumaco 

Day 12, 10/12:   Wildsumaco and environs (AM pittas)   Wildsumaco 

Day 13, 10/13:   Wildsumaco and environs (AM pittas)   Wildsumaco 

Day 14, 10/14:   Wildsumaco AM / Drive to Quito PM   San Jose de Puembo 

      *People going on extension will drive to Coca and  

                                 proceed to NWC by boat 

Day 15, 10/15:   Transfer to international airport for departure 

 

PRICE BASED ON GROUP SIZE: 
10 – 12 PAX = $4490 

8 – 9 PAX = $4690 

6 – 7 PAX = $4890 
 

NAPO RIVER EXTENSION 
Day 14, 10/14:    Drive to Coca, boat to NWC    Napo Wildlife Center 

Days 15, 10/15:   Napo Wildlife Center birding    Napo Wildlife Center 

Day 16, 10/16:    Napo Wildlife Center birding    Napo Wildlife Center 

Day 17, 10/17:     Napo Wildlife Center birding    Napo Wildlife Center 

Day 18, 10/18:   Boat to Coca, flight to Quito    San Jose de Puembo 

Day 19, 10/19:    Transfer to international airport for departure 

$2350 pp for group of 8 with $200 pp surcharge for smaller group. 



DETAILED ITINERARY 
 

Day 1: Arrival in Quito 
Transfer to Hotel Sebastian upon arrival. No activities other than arrival and transfers are included for Day 1.  
For those people arriving very early in the morning or who are arriving a day early, you may take an optional 
tour that includes the Quito Botanical Gardens and the historic part of the city (extra fee; meals included in day 
trip package) 
Overnight Hotel Sebastian, Quito (no meals) 
 
Day 2: Yanacocha Reserve / Old Nono-Mindo Road 
We leave Quito early for morning birding at Yanacocha Reserve at 3300masl, spending the first half of the day 
searching for highland specialties. One of the main attractions of the area is the rare Black-breasted Puffleg, a 
hummingbird found almost strictly in this reserve. This bird is rarely seen and we will consider ourselves very 
fortunate if we spot one.  Conspicuous hummingbirds we expect to see include Sword-billed Hummingbird, 
Great Sapphirewing, Golden-breasted Puffleg and 13 more, plus colorful mountain-tanagers, chat-tyrants and 
even a possibility of the very rare Andean Condor. Around midday, we will head downhill to the Tandayapa 
Valley along the famous Old Nono-Mindo Road which will take us to the very heart of the cloud forest. We will 
stop for lunch on the way and bird en route, trying to get specialties like Golden-headed Quetzal and Toucan 
Barbet.  
Overnight Bellavista Lodge (BLD) 

 

 
Tawny Antpitta 

 
Day 3: Bellavista Road and trails 
This morning we will bird some of the trails and roads at Bellavista, one of the best spots in northern Ecuador 
to find the “cover bird” Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan.  Some other target species include Powerful 
Woodpecker, White-throated Quail-Dove, Tanager Finch, and Chestnut-crowned Antpitta, as well as 14 
species of hummingbird that frequent the lodge’s feeders.  We’ll enjoy lunch at a nearby B&B where we can 
view the feeders to add a few hummingbird species to our list.  If we haven’t already seen them, we’ll check the 
river for White-capped Dippers before leaving to bird at yet another local property, one which holds the record 
for having the most hummingbird species (42!) of any site in the world.  From there, we’ll continue to the lodge 
that will be our staging point for the next three days, the lovely and very “birdy” Sachatamia Lodge. 



Overnight Sachatamia Lodge (BLD) 
 
 
Day 4: Angel Paz Antpittas Reserve “Paz de las Aves” and the Oilbird Roost 
We will spend today searching for specific species. We will leave very early in the morning to visit one of the 
cloud forest’s main attractions, an Andean Cock-of-the-Rock lek. We will use lights to guide us down a forest 
trail so we can be in place in a bird blind before the Cock-of-the-Rock males begin to display for the females. 
As daylight brightens the forest, we will bird this reserve which became famous for the presence of Giant, 
Moustached, Ochre-breasted and Yellow-breasted Antpittas. These normally very elusive species respond 
relatively easily to the voice of Angel, the owner of the reserve, who calls them by names he gave to particular 
individuals. Feeders at this reserve offer us the chance to see many species up close, including Crimson-
rumped Toucanet, Toucan Barbet, and Gray-headed Chachalacas, as well as many tanager species. After an 
authentic Ecuadorian breakfast and a bit of birding around the feeders, we will drive to an area finca for a very 
unique experience.  Upon arrival, we’ll enjoy a hearty lunch and then be escorted by a tractor-pulled wagon to 
an area that features a narrow gorge where Oilbirds roost by day. Normally found in dark caves, these 
enigmatic birds may be viewed from a close distance by climbing down into the gorge. Using bamboo ladders 
and aided by a rock-climber's harness, we will be able to descend into their world, where shafts of light from 
above illuminate the mysterious creatures as they roost by day. For those who are less adventurous, there will 
be an option to view Oilbirds at a location with easier access.  We will enjoy a good rest at Sachatamia Lodge 
at the end of the day, with a chance to view the feeders before dinner and perhaps locate some of the resident 
owls afterwards. 
Overnight Sachatamia Lodge (BLD) 
 

 
Andean Cock-of-the-Rock 

 
Day 5: Milpe Bird Sanctuary 
We will spend the morning in this renowned sanctuary at 1100 masl where a lek of the endemic Club-winged 
Manakin is present. This area is great for the endemic Choco Toucan and Collared Aracari. We regularly find 
rarities like Esmeralda's Antbird, Choco Trogon, plus other conspicuous birds like Guayaquil Woodpecker, 
Choco Warbler, Golden-winged Manakin, and some Foliage-gleaners. We will enjoy a relaxed lunch in a 
restaurant overlooking a river in the valley below, where we might see Aracaris and Rufous-throated Tanagers 
among the birds feeding right outside the window. In the afternoon, we will bird in the area around the reserve. 
Overnight Sachatamia Lodge (BLD) 



 
Day 6: Sachatamia and the Equator Monument and Museum  
We like to spend a morning on the grounds of our lodge, where lights in the parking area typically attract 
scores of birds at daybreak.  We might see several species of Tanager, including Beryl-spangled, Golden, 
Lemon-rumped and Flame-faced, as well as Toucan Barbet and Collared Aracari which frequent the feeders. 
Strong-billed Woodcreepers and multiple species of Spinetail might also be found here.  
After breakfast, we will pack up and head back to Quito, stopping at the Equator Monument and museum in 
San Antonio del Pichincha. After lunch, we will visit the nearby Equator Museum and Monument, a popular 
stop on previous tours. We will take a guided tour of the outdoor museum before entering the more formal 
museum located inside the monument. We will have some free time to shop for souvenirs in some of the many 
stores before we drive on to Quito in the late afternoon, where we will enjoy dinner and have time to reorganize 
our luggage before beginning the second leg of the tour.  
Overnight Puembo Bird Garden Quito (BLD)  
 
Day 7: Antisana and Papallacta Pass 
We’ll have an early breakfast at Puembo Bird Garden before leaving for the fantastic Antisana Reserve. The 
main attraction at this high-elevation reserve is Ecuador’s national bird, the amazing Andean Condor. The 
Condors roost in cliffs within the reserve, making them relatively reliable to find. In addition, the very local 
Black-faced Ibis, White-tailed Shrike-Tyrant, Aplomado Falcon, Carunculated Caracara, and the cute 
Ecuadorian Hillstar are often spotted there. We’ll enjoy our lunch at Tambo Condor, located across a deep 
valley where the Condors are often seen soaring.  After lunch, we will work our way back down to lower 
altitude, birding along the way.  We will arrive at Guango Lodge in time to view birds at the many feeders 
before dinner. 
Overnight Guango Lodge (BLD) 
 

 
Carunculated Caracara 

 
Day 8: Papallacta Pass and Guango 
We will go to Papallacta for the entire morning. Here we will do a deeper search for paramo (highland) birds. 
Mixed flocks are expected and we will search for specifics such as Black-backed Bush-Tanager, Masked 
Mountain-Tanager, White-chinned Thistletail, Blue-mantled Thornbill, Agile Tit-Tyrant and Red-rumped Bush-
Tyrant. A drive to the highest point near some antennas should reward us with views of Rufous-bellied 
Seedsnipe. We will return to the lodge shortly after noon and enjoy lunch there along with a midday break 
during which time we can watch the wonderful hummingbird feeders that are visited constantly by over 15 



species. Sword-billed Hummingbird is the favorite, but also present are species like the scarce Gorgeted 
Woodstar, Long-tailed Sylph, Mountain Velvetbreast, Tourmaline Sunangel and Chestnut-breasted Coronet. 
After lunch we will bird the trails around the lodge and visit the nearby river where Torrent Duck is usually 
found. We might also see Torrent Tyrannulet and White-capped Dipper on the river. 
Overnight Guango Lodge (BLD) 
 
Day 9: Guango-San Isidro 
In the early morning we will bird the trails at Guango Lodge for some specialties like Torrent Duck, Dusky Piha, 
Gray-headed Bush-Tanager and Slaty Brush-Finch. A short trail towards a small waterfall is usually rewarding 
as the thick vegetation there holds the difficult Slate-crowned and Chestnut-naped Antpittas. Commonly seen 
here are Black-capped and Black-eared Hemispingus, Hooded Mountain-Tanagers, Northern Mountain-
Cacique, and with a bit of good luck rarities like Black-and-Chestnut Eagle and Gray-breasted Mountain-
Toucans may show up. After lunch, we move lower toward San Isidro Lodge, birding along the way.  
Overnight San Isidro Lodge (BLD) 
 

     
                     Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe    Wire-crested Thorntail 
 
Day 10: San Isidro Lodge 

The major attraction is indubitably the Mystery Owl, a Strix owl whose species has only recently been 

determined. Besides this unique bird, Golden-headed and Crested Quetzals are often heard and seen. Big 

birds like Sickle-winged and Wattled Guans and, with some luck, Black-billed Mountain-Toucan and Black-

chested Fruiteater are encountered feeding on the fruiting trees. Just outside the restaurant almost every 

morning Inca Jay, Highland Motmot, Masked Trogon and Pale-edged Flycatcher are seen. Also commonly 

seen are Emerald Toucanet, Chestnut-crowned Antpittas, and Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatchers. White-

bellied Antpittas have been trained to come for worms, and occasionally a Peruvian Antpitta also appears to 

accept food. At dusk, Rufous-bellied Nighthawk can sometimes be found, and a half-hour trip along the top of 

the Guacamayos Ridge can bring delightful species like Lyre-tailed Nightjar and Swallow-tailed Nightjar, the 

very local Andean Potoo, and the White-throated Screech Owl.  

Overnight San Isidro Lodge (BLD) 

 



Day 11: Guacamayos Ridge - Narupa - Wildsumaco Lodge 

Today we will drop considerably in elevation as we bird our way from the higher slope to the low foothills 

through the famous Guacamayos Ridge. Here rarities like the White-capped Tanager and Greater Scythebill 

are possible. On our November 2010 trip, Crested Eagle was spotted along the way! In the afternoon we 

continue downhill toward the foothills and the great Wildsumaco Lodge, where we will stay for the next 3 

nights. We will make some strategic stops on our way there, attempting to find Orange-breasted Falcon and 

Cliff Flycatcher.  

Overnight Wildsumaco Lodge (BLD) 

 

Days 12 - 13: Wildsumaco Lodge 

This popular lodge is located at the base of the eastern Andes, a place filled with unique birds. The lodge owns 

a nice reserve of forest at around 1200 masl, which is placed in the heart of Ecuador-Peru East Andes EBA. 

Birding the trails and the roadside of this area is one of the most delightful birding experiences in Ecuador, and 

we will do that for 2 full days with a little extra time on arrival and departure days. Some of the species seen 

regularly here are Coppery-chested Jacamar, Blue-rumped Manakin, Lined Antshrike, Blue-naped 

Chlorophonia, Chestnut-crowned Gnateater, and Short-tailed Antthrush. There are other rare species that can 

be seen with some luck, such as Military Macaw, Yellow-throated Spadebill, and Gray-throated Leaftosser. 

This area is also an every-year stop for the threatened Cerulean Warbler. The hummingbird feeders are 

regularly visited by a handful of superb species like the endemics Ecuadorian Piedtail, Rufous-vented Whitetip, 

and Napo Sabrewing. In addition, other hummingbirds unique for this altitudinal range such as Green and 

Gray-chinned Hermit, Black-throated Brilliant, and Many-spotted Hummingbird are present. These species, 

together with some others like Golden-tailed Sapphire, Wire-crested Thorntail, Gould's Jewelfront, and Violet-

headed Hummingbird, make these feeders a very exciting "must-visit" place.  

Overnight Wildsumaco Lodge (BLD) 

 

Day 14: Wildsumaco - Coca - Quito or Amazon Extension 

We’ll do a bit of pre-breakfast birding this morning, trying to “sweep up” any species that we might have 

missed.  After breakfast, we’ll pack up and head for either Quito (those who will go home tomorrow) or Coca 

(those who will continue on the Napo extension).   

For those continuing to Napo Wildlife Center, we will go down the hill again toward the city of Coca (270 masl), 

trying to sweep the last birds we have missed in the Wildsumaco area and stopping in some places to look for 

some roadside birds. At Coca, you will board a boat to travel down the Napo River to the lovely Napo Wildlife 

Center. 

For those who are NOT going on the Napo River extension, you will depart Wildsumaco by vehicle to return to 

Quito, where you will check in at San Jose de Puembo.  We’ll enjoy a farewell dinner this evening, and some 

people will most likely opt to leave this evening if they are on an airline that offers only red-eye flights back to 

the US.  Everyone will have a room at the hotel to freshen up, rest, and pack for the journey home. 

Overnight Jose de Puembo (Quito) for those going home on Day 15 (BLD) 

Overnight Napo Wildlife Center for those continuing on the extension (BLD) 

 

Day 15:  Departure or Extension 

Today, people who are heading home will be transported to the airport at their convenience. (B) 

Others will continue their extension trip in the Amazon Rain Forest. 



 

Napo Wildlife Center 

 

The price INCLUDES:  
- All meals during tour - Breakfast on Day 2 through breakfast on Day 15  

- All entry fees to reserves in itinerary 

- All Lodging  

- Private transportation during tour 

- TWO expert bird guides during the entire trip 

- Service of 2 Cheepers! Tour Leaders (Jim & Cindy Beckman) 

- Transfers to and from airport 

- Pre-trip gift package, including customized checklist 

- Farewell dinner in Quito 

- Post-trip electronic version of final checklist 

- Post-trip photo collection on flash drive or DVD 

 

The price does NOT include:  
- International airfare 

- Tips 

- Items of a personal nature, such as extra drinks, snacks, alcoholic beverages, laundry, souvenirs, etc. 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Deposit of $600 for main tour and/or $400 for Amazon extension with 

registration. Balance is due on or before June 1, 2018. 

 


