Trip Report
ECUADOR~ebruary & 25, 2010

Northwest Ecuador, Eastern slope of the Andes, Amazon River Basin Extension

Disclaimer: Seeing &bspecies in 17 days of birding is not only amazing, it is somewhat overwhelming. My report is
as accurate as po#ige using limited notes taken in the field, but it is likely that the report contains some errors.
Species have been reported on the proper day(s) but, with multiple sites visited on the same day, it is possible that
some species are listed as being sestrthe wrong location. Any such errors are unintentional.

Species seen by grou62
Additional subspecies seeri9

Additional species heard66
Birding guides: Andres Vasquez
Marcelo Andy
Tour leadersCindy and Jim Beckman
(Cheepers!  Birding on a Budgehers
Group:10 + 2 tour leaderand 2 guides
Highlights: Amazon Umbrellabirds,
Tanageifinch, Fiery Topaz, Oilbirds
with young in sunlit gorge, Crested
Quetzal, Cocha Antshrike male and
Left: Violettailed Sylph female, Masked Mountaktanager,
Andean Condor, Cloddrest Pygmy
Owl, Crested Eagle (dark morph,
perched),Orangefronted Barbet,
Toucan Barbet, Platkilled Mountain
Toucan, Guayaquil Woodpecker,
Castlenau's Antshrike, Beautiful Jay,
Indigo Flowerpiercer

Above: Toucan Barbet

Below:Masked Flowerpiercer
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This trip report was written by cteader Cindy Beckman

DAY OFriday, Feb. SEARLY ARRIVALS

Six of the twelve birdes arrived in Quito a day earl)Karen Chiasson was already la¢ Mercure Grand Hotel Alameda
in Quito whenour guide Andres Vasquez picked up Tony Balddmi andme at the airport. Tony had flown in on the
same flight from Miami with us. Jim and | met with Andres to discuss details of this and future trigshioptiSchreiner




and Victor Glick arrived at the hotel, escorted by Andres' brother who picked them up at the airport. After brief
introductions, we all turned in for the night.

DAY 1Saturday, Feb. 6QUITO AND ENVIRONS

Thesixearly arrivals were escted on a tour of the Quito area arranged by Andres at the reque€thafepersbwners.

Our driver Johnnytook us to the old part of the city and had plans to take us to the Equator Monument and museum
near Calacali, but the groypnxious to see somarhs, requested to go to the Botanical Gardens instead. After lunch at
Pim@ overlooking the city, we drove to the gardens in a steady rain. After some futile attemptdiagbn the rain, we

were direg¢ed to a covered shelter with adjoining orchidthouses. From there we enjoyed excellent view8laick

tailed Trainbearerand Sparkling Violetear Other birds seen on the first day includedred DoveGreat Thrush

Vermilion FlycatcherBrown-bellied and Blue-and-white Swallows Cinereous ConebillRufouscollared Sparrow
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The early group of 6 enjoyed dinner with our guides at the Hotel Sebastian, where the entire group had resefeatio
the first official night of the tour. The remaining 6 participatiimn Sanders, Doreene Linzell, Deb Johnson, Jean
Novotny, Annie Balash, and Robin Tererjved at various times during the evening, with the last person arriving after
midnight. With a 530 AM breakfast scheduled, no one wasted time going to sleep once they settled in their rooms.

DAY 2Sunday, Feb. 7YANACOCHA, NONGNDO ROAD, BELLAVISTA LODGE

After an early brekfast, we headed toward Yanadec With a few stops along thveay, birdingfor such species as
Grasslandyellowfinch, Rufouscapped BrusHinch, Black Flowerpiercer, and Southern Yell¢®@oldenbellied)
Grosbeakwe arrived at the entrance shortly after daybreak and began our walk toward the hummingbird feeders at
over 11,000 feet elevationAs we walkedlong the old roadwe heard thealmost incessantall of theTawny Antpitta
Andres assured us we woulcve the opportunity tasee thisbird at some point since it normally comes out into the
open, unlike othermembers of its familyAs we walked, Andres and Marcelo alerted us to the presence of any species
they heard. Their skill at recognizing calls and then finding the birds in dense vegetation was nothing short of amazing.
At many times along the old roadie were trying to get our binoculars on several birds simultaneously as mixed flocks
moved through the area. We enjoyed stunning views Gfimmsormantled Woodpeckemperched inopen branches cd
Cecropia tree in plain view an perfect lighting. Befre we were finishechdmiring the beauty of the woodpecker,
Andres pointed out a group @lue-winged Mountain Tanagersand said they are often flock leaders. We watched as
Spectacledand Slatethroated Whitestarts (Redstart) White-tailed, White-banded White-throated and Southern
BeardlessTyrannulets;Scarletbellied, Blackchestedand HoodedMountain-Tanagers Grassgreen,and Blackcapped
TanagersBlue-backed Conebiland Glossy Flowerpiercemade their way through the trees around u&ndres and
Marcelo were particularly patient as they managed to get everyone 8uapeerciliated Hemispinguthat for awhile was
making itself difficult to see. Rlushcaphad everyone asking for the rest of its nandifficult to stop at one wordafter

all of the multisyllabic, 4word hyphenated names we had heard all mornigpair ofBarred Fruiteates sat patently

while each birder got a good view through the scope. With binoculars, the birds were badly backlit and not overly
impressive, but in the scope thdield marks became cleand their beauty remarkableA Cinereous Harrieflew over,

but only a few birders were able to see it before it flew over the hill and out of sight. Luckily, Andres was able to get a
look at it before it disappeared Some hiders also got a quick look atSmuirrel Cuckopbut others didn't pursue the

bird because we allere awarethat it's pretty common in the tropics and we would get more opportunities later in the
trip. Furnariidswvere well represented along the road, WitVhite-browed and Redfaced Spinetaik, Streaked

Tuftedcheek, and Lineated Foliaggeanermaking an appearance in the company dflantane Woodcreeper By hte
morning we arrived at the famousummingbird feeders to find d&y & 2 ¥ COI#rk 2igNd BrdundiShining
Sunbeam, Great Sapphirewing, Buffinged Starfrontlet, Sworebilled Hummingbird, Golderbreasted Puffleg, Tyrian
Metaltail, Sparkling Violetear, Mountain Velvetbreasand Sapphirevented Pufflegwere seemingly unconcerned




about ourpresence as they fed, preened, and foraged in the area around the feeliarskedHowerpiercers

dominated some of the feeders, with as many as five individuals on a single feeder a fewAithesigh I'm sure that
people who maintain hummingbird feedeconsider them a nuisance, we were taken with the brilliant blue plumage
and the bright red eyes peering from black maskae member of the group saw a hummer no one else saw. From her
description, Andres believed she had seeRainbowbearded Thorngil. | FGSNJ I 62E f dzy OK y S| NJ
Center,wherewe addedStripe-headed BrusHinch and Blue-and-black Tanageto our list, wetraveled along the Old

Nono Mindo Road to Bellavista, our lodge for the night. Of course, we birded alomgjhandfound severalnew
speciesincludingGoldenheaded Quetzal Crowned Chatyrant, Smoky Bishtyrant, Rustymargined and @lden-
crowned FlycatchersTropical Kingbird,Southern Rougkwinged Swallow and Y ellow-bellied andPlain-colored
Seedeaters. As we approached the village of Tandayapa, we searched the river and were rewarded with excellent
views ofCapped Dippenear the bridgeBeyond the main intersection, we found a fruiting tree that hosgdanmer,
Silverthroated, Blue-gray, Palm, lemon-rumped,and Golden Tanager&lackwinged SaltatorsBananaquit and
Orangebellied Euphonia Beneath the tree were a pair of nestiktpuse Wrensand nearby @8lack Phoebdawked for
insects. In the distance we were able to identifyBandtailed Pigeon a species that would present itself on many

future days of the trip.Brushfinches were prominent today, with sightingsYoéllow-breasted (aka Rufousaped), Tri
colored, Whitewinged, and Stripe-headed Bruskrinches.

At some point today, Robioroughtintroduced the group to a friend she had brought along, a small toy monkey that,
when you pulled its arms apart and let go, would fly to the ground screaming. She had "kidnapped" it from a friend anc
co-worker who is suffering from terminal cancer. Asay to keep her friend's spirits up, she was taking photographs of
the monkey in some of the many scenic and historical sites in Ecuador. Upon her return to the states, the monkey was
to be "ransomed" and its owner could enjoy a vicarious trip througra8ar with her "pet".

As we entered Bellavistave were delighted to see some of the same hummingbirds we had seen earlier in the day in
the company of several new speciégidean EmeraldSpeckled Hummingbird, Fawbreasted Brilliant, Collared Inca,
Buff-tailed Coronet, Gorgeted Sunangeind my two favorite Ecuadorian hummerg8ooted Rackettail and Violet-

tailed Sylph. Booted Racketails are tiny compared tmany of theother hummersn the area but their spunky

attitude ensures them a spot at thfeeders The "rakets" at the end of their tails flash blue if the light catches them,
and theirtails form graceful arches as they fliff.heir "boots" are huge tufts of snewhite downy feathers at their
thighsthat are sometimes so full they covermpar mostof their feet, making them whimsical in appearance as they
perch near the feders. The Violetailed Sylphs are as elegant as any bird I've ever seen. The adult malesnsport
extremely long, deeply forkethil made up ofmetallic violet featlers, tipped with blue One of a few hummingbirds

that is more striking from the rear than the front, it also has a splash of iridescence on its head and throat, a ledlliant t
on the crown and a deep blue gorgeilso at the lodge entrance were residéviasked Trogonsvho would be present
nearly every time we passed through in daylight hours during ourdeypstay there.




Videt-tailed Sylph Booted rackeil
After settling in our rooms and having a short time before dark to viemféeders, we gathered to go over our checklist
before dinner. We finished our first full day of birding with 90 species, including 20 species of hummingbirds!

DAY 3, Monday, Feb. SFANDAYAPA VALLEY, TONY NERY'S GARDENS, BELLAWISTA

spentthis day birding in one of the most birdch areas of the world, the Tandayapa Valley where Bellavista Lodge is
located.As we drove to the first site where our guides wanted to bird, Andres and Marcelo spgaitedoise Jayfrom

the bus. Everyone tumbled oof the bus as quickly as possible to see these striking jays. Unlike our North American
jays, these birds were somewhat elusive and did not make it easy for every member of the group to get a satisfying
look.

Andres and Marcelo first took us to a veecial "corner" where they said we could find the very rare Tanfigeh.
According to them, this small area located on a sharp curve of a road in the rain forest was virtually the only place in
Ecuador to find this species. After playing the cadivatimes, it seemed that we were not going to be lucky enough to
find this rare gem, but then from high on the hillside we heard an answer, then two. We waited patiently as the birds
came closer and closer until finally Marcelo and Andvese able topoint the birds out to each of usOnce the
Tanageifincheswere perched and singing, they stayed in view for fairly long periods of time, but the early morning
lighting under cloudy skies allowed for only dim photos.

The rare and local Tanageinch

Our diver Luis, whas a bit of a birder himself and always cheerful and helpfektdropped us off at Research Road to
bird along the roadThe morning was filled with one sighting after another under cloudy skies. We were happy to have
dry weather, but weeally appreciated the better lighting when the sun peeked through. Raptors spotted on Day 3
included Black vultures, Hootbilled Kite,and Plainbreasted Hawk Besides the raptors, some species we were able to



see only in flightvere Redbilled Parrotand White-collared and Chestnutollared Swifts Walking the roads we were
able to seeRedheadedand Toucan Barbets, Azaratnd Rufous Spinetails, Pearled Treerunner, Spotted Barbtail,
Striped Treehaunter, Strondilled Woodcreeper, Blackapped Tyrannlet, Yellowbellied Elaenia, Streakeckedand
Cinnamon Flycatcher$;reenand-black Fruiteater, Beautiful JayVhite-tipped DovesBrown-capped Vireo, Plain
tailed andWhiskered Wrens, Blackrestedand Russetcrowned Warblers, Capped Conebill, Whisided

Flowerpiercer, Titk-billed Euphonia, Beryspangledand Blue-capped Tanagers, Duskyi8htanager, Blackeared
Hemispingus, Bufthroated Saltator,and Yellow-breastedand Tricolored Brushfinches. Of course, we also saw many
of the species spotted oprevious days, but | have not listed them hefghroughout the remainder of this report, | will
mention only those species that are new for the fripith a few exceptions

One birder who was walking ahead of the group sa@l@ssyblack Thruston a limbover the trail in front of us. She
could not give directions for others in the group to find the bird and, unfortunately, it flew before she could give
directions to the guides. Andres identified the bird from her descriptiomckily before the trip eded, all members of
the group were able to get excellent views of this thrush through a spotting scope on three different days.

Probably the sighting that excited us the mémt todaywasthe bird that manymembers of the group identified as a

high prioiity becausat is featured on the cover of the field guide, tRéate-billed Mountain-toucanet. Our first sighting

of this bird wasat a distance anth pretty bad light, but we were able to see most of its 7 colors through the scope. As
we continued towalk, we were able to spot two more pairs of the Mountéduicanets, each time in better light and

each time a little closeso that by the end of the day we had very satisfying views of the birds.

After lunch back at the lodgeye visited the private hom of Tony and Barbara Nunnery. The Nunnemgsed to

Ecuador in 1997, purchasing land near Bellavista that had been used to graze cattle. After the difficult task of
eliminating the alien grass that had been planted to feed livestock, they began reglargtive species of trees, bushes,
and flowers, creating a haven for birds. Boasting one of the largest "yard lists" in the world, the Nunnerys maintain
dozens of hummingbird feeders that regularly attract-Z2) species of hummingbirgeer day and hod the world

record for total number of hummingbird species seen in one-sii@ species! In their yard we were able to get terrific
looks at some of the hummingbirds we had seen at other sites as well as add several new species of hummers to our li
Brown and Green Violetears, Westerrand Andean EmeraldsRurple-bibbed Whitetip, Empress Brillian\White-tailed
Hillstar, BrownInca, Purplethroated Woodstar,and the amaziniVedgebilled Hummingbirdthat uses its oddly

shaped bill to pierce the base dbivers to get the nectarWe also had excellent views Ghestnutcapped Brush
finchesin the bushes near some of the hummingbird feeders.

After dinner back at Bellavistaie went back out to try to find some birds that are active at dusk, including savige

and perhaps some nightjar§Ve had beautiful views of @loudforest PygmyOwl but we were not successful in finding
other target speciesspecifically Lyréailed Nightjar Our guides were as surprised as we were to findihird in

flight, and we were all able to get fairly good looks through our binoculars as they shined a light on the huge relative of
the smaller nightjars.

DAY4, Tueslay, Feb9: OILBIRD ROOST, ELL CHONTAL

Day4 started off a little slow (by tropical standards, anyway). Bhe took us to a birding spot near Bellavista only to

find that we had driven into rain. Andres instructed our driver, Luis, to stay there for 10 minutes instead of going back
to have our luggage loaded as planned to see if the shower would be tempdtgy.several minutes, the rain picked

up and we headed back to the lodgelorg with a break in the rain, "oupair of Masked Trogongreeted us as we

entered the Bellavista gateway. We watched as the male caught a huge moth and devoured it. lieuteise

female caught an equally impressive Kdigl and stayed on the ground trying to eat it. After a few minutes of wrestling
with the insect and finally getting it inttswallowabl€' pieces, the male swooped dovirom his nearby perch and
grabbedLdr NIi 2 ¥ GatcB. A $asistll Bydgito gét some good shots of the trogons in the poor light, someone
said Andres had locatedwhite-throated QuaitDovenearby. The entire group gathered at the end of the trail and
watched as the huge dak A NR 46l YRSNBR 2y FyR 2FF G(GKS LI 0K L (K2d
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lighting after all.

Masked Trogon male Masked Trogon female

Since the rain had now stopped and we could not continue to our next site until all the luggage had been loaded and ot
box lunches were ready, we headed on down the trail. We got good looks at some birdsdredtitiad part of the
group earlier, includin@raybreasted WoodWren, Rufous Spinetail, an8mokecolored Pewee

The most striking find of the morning was a paiPofverful Woodpecker®n a tree about a hundred feet from the trail.
Because the trail waralong the side of a steep slope, the woodpeckers were at eye level, giving us great looks as they
fed in the mosscovered bark of the treeSmoky Brown Woodpeckeawras also seen by everyone in the group, and the
LINB @A 2 danlysd K S, I-B8liRid £liat Tyrantmade an appearance.

Powerful Woodpecker



At 9:00 AM, we left for a-Bour drive to a location where Andres knew of @itbird roosting site. Although we had

seen an oilbird in flight last night, this was to beexperience unlike any that any member of our group had ever had.
The roosting site dilbirds is usually a cave, usually very dark with limited viewing. This roosting site is a deep narrow
gorge where shafts of light break the darkness and allow foegtxonally clear views of the birds. Not only was the site
special, but getting there was an adventure. The farmer who owns the land where the gorge is located says the birds
KFEgS 0SSy 2y KAa T YAt @& Qandforsgveral Geratibnk Before thaf Bhey did ndKIB1owNEB Y ¢
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because of the frightening sounds emanating from the area. Only a few years ago did he becoenef dwav much

birders would love to see hisilBirds, so he has worked to make them accessible while still remaining prote\dted.

started off for a ride in a wooden tractgrulled wagon through fields of corn, citrus, and other crops. After about 1
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one time quite treacherous, but this farmer sieut steps out of the hillside to make the footing better and the trek

easier. At one pointis helper had a scope on sor@®dbirds so that anyone who felt they could not participate in the

final part of the adventure would still get to see the birds. In the final step, we were put in harnesses such as those use
by rock climbers, and then weedcended down a series of homeade bamboo ladders into the gorge. As we went

down the first ladder, spray from a waterfall cooled us before we made our way through a stream to the top of the
second ladder. At the second ladder another assistant waitehandle the rope as we ventured further into the crevice
where a third ladder would take us even deeper into the narrow gorge. The third ladder was not needed, however, as
nesting pairs of Oilbirds were visible at eye level just 25 d&etyon the oposite side of the gorge. Fuzzy little white
babies rested near their parents, and occasionally an adult bird would fly out of the dgef®and swoop in front of

us. An 18nch bird with a 3@nch wingspan, this was indeed an impressive sight!

.

Oilbrds with chick
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artifacts found by his family over many years. Stones used for grinding grain, tools for starting fires and other ancient
remnants were housed with interesting shells, rocks, and nests found on the farm.



We left the farm and drove to Sachatamia, our lodge for the night. Even though it was raréngve arrivegthe
hummingbird feeders were swarming with some familiammers and some new ones as well sucWak/etPurple
Coronet, Greertrowned Brilliant,White-necked Jacobin, Greecrowned Woodnymphand Empress Brillianfwhich
was missed by some birders on Day 3

Sachatamia'fuit feeders were visitedby severhtanager species, most notably (for me, anyway)Flemefaced

Tanager Even in a steady rain and poor lighting, you couldn't help but gasp at the beauty of the brilliant yellow and
almostiridescentorange face accented by rich black patches on theahand around the eyeAdd to that some

striking blue streaks in the black wings, an opalescent rump, and subtle blending of orange, yellow, and teal on the bod
and | can truthfully say it just doesn't get much better than this! Other new specieg &dders include®olden

naped, BlueneckedandBayheaded Tanageyas well as many species seen earlier in the trip.

For dessert on this day, we were treated to birthday cake and ice cream in honor of the birthdays of two birders who
turned 50 before tie beginning of the trip (Robin in December and Deb just a day before the trip start date) and Jim,
who will turn 65 in one week. After updating our check list, we walked outside in a drizzle to view two stBlatkg
and-white Owlswho regularly perch itrees near the lights in the parking area in front of the lodge. What a perfect
way to end a great day of birding!

Although Andres seematisappointed that we did not add dozens of new species to our liss, asual for a trip in this
area, we were gue pleased with our adventure and tlaldition ofover 20 species to our list, includiRacific
Hornero, Plainbrown Woodcreeper, Sootheaded TyrannuletFlavescent lycatcher, Yellowbellied Chattyrant,
Masked Tityra, Swainson's Thrush, Whiteinged and White-lined Tanagers, Blubacked and Yellowaced
Grassquits, Variable and Yellohellied Seedeaters, Russéaicked Oropendola, Shiny Cowbird, Scrub Blackbird,
TurkeyVulture, Swallowtailed and Doubletoothed Kites, Roadside Hawtriped Cuckooand Smoothbilled Ani,in
addition to the species previously mentioned.

DAY 5, Wednesday, Feb. 1IREFUGIO PAZ DE LAS AVES, AYALIR LODGE

On this day we had to arise quite early so we could be in a blind before theoGtdwkRock males would begin

displayng at dawn. Since no lodge offers breakfast at 4:00 AM, we took a snack with us to eat on the bus before we
arrived at our destination, the worllamous Paz de las Aves. Most of us found it easy to doze as we drove through the
dark, eating our eariynorning shack just before we arrived at the very muddy toffithat would lead us to Angel Paz's
place. Our driver, Luis, had been told the day before that vehicles were getting mired in the mud and that he should nc
attempt to drive our group to the reseev Andres contacted Angel Paz, who assured him that he had made the
necessary modifications that would make it possible for Luis to drive us in. Unfortunately, it rained much of the night
before so the road was very treacherous. As we ascended thenwaady slope, the skills of our driver were very much
needed, and at more than one spot | wondered if he would be able to deliver us to Angel's parking area. Finally, with
Angel directing him, he backed the bus into a smallgfiland we all piled out ahe bus into the stildark morning.

We used headlamps and flashlights to descend into a deep valley where th@f@bekRock lek was located. The birds
had recently changed the location of their lek, and Angel had built a new blind, one thattdridtritave a roof on it.

Just before daylight, the males started calling. Having never heard the call of-af@loekRock, | started looking for

the source of the unusual sounds, but fellow birder Libby told me the sounds were made by badsneve heard of

an owl making a sound anything like this, uwas impossible to talk about it as we needed to be silent while we

waited for the birds to appearAsDeb and | kept looking toward the sousdith lighting so dim you could barely make

out the colors, aCockof-the-Rocklanded on a branch right in front of us, about 60 feet away at eye l&rly a few of

us were able to see the bird at this point and the birds did not return to this perch once they saw us in the blind. We
were able to see tat the strange sounds were, indeed, made by the target birds, so as the day grew brighter, the group



dispersed and started following the sounds. Marcelo, Andres, Angel, and his brother Rodrigo all assisted birders as ea
of us worked to get good views tife birds. Although we all were able to get satisfactory views of this incredible

species, we were somewhat disappointed that the males were not "performing" for the females. Andres and | discusse
it later, and we decided to change the date for our nip from February 2011 to November 2010 so we will be there
when the Coclof-the-Rock males are in breeding season.

After everyone was satisfied with their views of the Gotkhe-Rock (a few were even lucky enough to find a female or
two!), we startedback up the trail ando the waiting bus. | didn't think it possible, but the road looked even worse in
daylight! We boarded the bus armbadedfarther up the hill towardthe area of Angel Paz's reserve for which he is best
known- the trails where hededs antpittas However, just as we approachéue final crest it appeared that even the

best driver might not be able to make it to our final destinationttesbus started to swerve in the thick mud near the

edge of a steep dropff. Some of the passgers, Jim, Andres, Victor, and Libby, got off the bus and pushed from
behind to allow Luis to make it through that last perilous spot. Everyone cheered as the bus roared to the top and into
its parking spot.

Several years ago, when Angel was cutting éitrdnis forest so birders could come to see his @deke-Rock lek, he

started seeing antpittas as they came to eat the worms tie¢xcavated . With a lot of patience and hard work (and a

lot of worms), he succeeded in training these normally siaeeeantpittas to respond to the sound of his voidhey

actually come when he calls their names! The first bird he "trained" was Maria, a Giant Antpitta who has since brought
her offspring to take the worms offered by Angel. What a sight it is tcAsggl stand on the trail with his container of
worms calling, "Maria! Maria!" Other birds who have learned to trust Angel include Willie, a Yetaated Antpitta,;

Jose, a Moustached Antpitta; and Shakira, an Gbneasted Antbird who was so named basa she "shakes her tail".

Before attempting to call the antpittas, we first walked to a feeding area where Angel puts out bananas and grapes to
bring in a wide variety of birdsSicklewinged Guansvere waiting for him as we approached the blind, ahdyt quickly
multiplied in number as bananas were offered CAmsonrrumped Toucanetlanded very close, poised to take

advantage of the large grapes that were offered next. As the guans would approach and try to eat the grapes that were
meant for smallespecies, Angel would toss a banana maghemto discourage them. Because we had spent so much
time following the Cockof-the-Rock around, these were the only two species we saw before having to leave to find the
antpittas.




Anoffspring ofMaria, theGiant Antpittawho Angel believes is at least 7 years old, was the first to respondyand

were all delighted to see himobble down the worms offered by Angel. We had to descend further into the deep valley
to find Willie,the Yellow-breasted Antpitta who was a little more reluctant to expose himsefffter several minutes of
Angel calling his name near a rushing stream at the bottom of the narrow Vialeaane out andstayed long enough

for excellent views As we walked uph, Maria herself made an appearance, taking worms right out of Angel's hand.
With Angel'sencouragement, | walked along the path just a few feet from Maria, with no reaction at all from her until
the entire group of 12 started up the pattlthough wecould hear Shakiréthe Ochrebreasted Antpitta) calling, Angel
thought she was sitting on a nest, andesttid not make an appearance fas. Jose the Moustached Antpittaalso

called back when Angel called, but he didrherge from the forest

Climhbing up he steep slope, we stopped to see other birds sucliRaddyand Plumbeous Pigeons, Buffonted
Foliagegleaner, AcadiarHycatcher, Threestriped Warblerand Barredand Cinnamon Becards A few people saw

Ornate Flycatcher, Olivaceous PihAndean Solitaire Ecuadorian Thrushand Tropical Parula

Just before we reached the top of the last hill, Angel pointed ouDeangebreasted Fruiteater It seems like each
fruiteater we saw was just a little more beautiful than the last! Bright green pyaraccented with brilliant orange

throat, yellow belly and bright yellow eyes accented by a pure black face, this bird has to be a winner in any Fruiteater
beauty contest! e nearbyhummingbird feeders hosted many of the species we'd already seen, dwiexe able to

add White-whiskered Hermitto our list.

P 3 R . L e
Maria, Giant Antpitta
Although we had been scheduled to eat breakfast at 9t3®@as nearly 11:00 AM by the time we made it backh®

bus, which was parked near Angel's kitchen and shbipere pur muddy boots were washed by his son and nephew

while we waited for breakfast to be served the deck that overlooked a beautiful valle§nd what a treat breakfast

was! A traditional Ecuadorian dish called "Bolones de Verde" was servedviade from green plantains which are

fried over medium heat until very tender, then mashed into dough, stuffed with chicken, and then fried again until
crispy, the bolones were especially delicious when dipped in the hot salsa provided. (Bolon is a slahgttereans

large ball, so you could translate the name of this dish as green balls) The bolones were quite large and filling, but just
as we finished Angel brought out the next course, Empanadas de Queso. Freshly made and hot off the fire, these wer:
absdutely wonderful! Andres showed us the best way to eat thesmash them, put sugar in the depression you made,
and yum! Even better!



Jim with his "big ball" - BalonAppetit

After an early morning snack and a hot Ecuadorian breakfast at 11:00 AMerga'tMoo eager to return to Sachatamia

for lunch. Luckily, Andres knew we would not be as hungry as normal and ordered a light lunch. Instead of hot soup
that usually started every meal, we had a light salad of Hearts of Palm and corn. In spdevofutime of food that day,
everything was so delicious that most of us managed to eat every bite.

After lunch we had a short time to finish packing up to leave for Ayalir, our next lodge. Although it was raining, a few
people tried to bird a little duringhis time and addec few newspecies to the group lisEawnbreasted Tanageand
Slaty Spinetail

Before we left Sachatamia, as everyone was gathering on the front porch where the feeders were located, we were
entertained by a series of hummingbirds wivere bathing in the rain. A stunningelvetpurple Coroneted the show,
followed by aGreencrowned Brilliantand both male andemaleViolet-tailed Sylpts. Although most of us had been
admiring the coronet every time we saw it , it wasn't until it vilashing that we saw the brilliant rufous underside of its
wings.

It was too rainy to stop to bird on our way to Ayalir LodgPedro Vicente Aldonadadbut we did see som€attle Egres$
on the way there.

At Ayalir, with plenty of daylight remainirdaut quite a bit of rain we sawMasked Watertyrants as we walked to our

rooms. Later on, as the rain eased up, several people came to our room to watch birds out the window. In addition to
the Watertyrants, there were numbers dfariable Seedeaterand Padfic Hornerosvisible Deb spotted some parrots

in a tree, and we caught Marcelo as he was going to his room with his scope over his shoulder. The next thing we kne!
most of the group was in our room, Dorezwith a towel around her justvashed hairlooking through the scope out

our window trying to find two small green spots in a mass of leaves the same color. Most of us managed to find the twi
Pacific Parrotles as they huddled together in the rairifter a bit of drama over some rooms being lartfean others,

we gathered to complete the day's checklists dradl dinner. We fell asleep to the sound of rain on the roof.



DAY 6, February 1MASHPI RESERVE, PAEACHIJAL ROAD

Another early departure, this time to head for Mashpi and Pd&e&chijal Rad. Just as it was getting light, Karen

spotted araptorin flight. Having been in the bus for quite awhil@e took this opportunity to get out and look for the

bird. Deb was the first to find thieaughingralconperched in a nearby treeOther birdsstarted moving around as the

day grew lighter, and we were able to get excellent looks at a few birds agOlive-crowned YellowthroatandLesser
(Thickbilled) Seedfinchbefore we climbed back into the bus to continue our journéyndres had thoughthe drive

would take a little over an hour, but after two hours' drive we were nowhere near the preserve. Luis stopped in a small
village where Andres and Marcelo asked for directiotiey usually approached Mashpi from the other side and the

route wewere on was a "short cut". Realizing that we were getting restless and that the morning was slipping away,
Andres instructed Luis to stop at the next likely spot so we could get out to stretch our legs and do some birding. What
serendipitous stop it wel Maroon-tailed Parakeetsand Bronzewinged Parrotslew overhead in the company Gray
rumped Swifts ACinnamon VWodpeckerlanded nearby where everyone could admire its rich color and beautiful
scalloped chestEveryone got on th&rayand-gold Tangersfeeding overhead and got brief glimpsesGifstening

Green Tanageras wel] and a few lucky people sawPairple-crowned Fairy A pair ofYellow-collared Chlorophonias

were seenbut better views were desired by most people.

Continuing on our journg we approached a left turn in the road that was swarming with big equipment and workers.
There was a virtual river flowing down from the hills@ethe right. The torrent flowedcross the road, creating a
temporary waterfallas it cascaded over théep hillside on the left. As we waited for the workers to move the

equipment to a spot that would allow us to pass, I'm sure we were all thinking of all the warnings we've heard about nof
crossing through water on the road since it can carry aaraywith its force.

Luis finally drove our heavy bus through without incident, but we then encountered more heavy construction
equipment on the road, delaying our arrival at Mashpi a little more.

Just before we made a sharghit turn to go into Mashpi Preserve, we got out of the bus to search for a very special
bird, one that would be a life bird for both Andres and Marcelo,riédre and localndigo Flowerpiercer After playing
the call for just a few seconds, the birds flawo open view, surprising all of us with how easy it was to find thaive
continued up the hill toward the newdgreated preservand stopped at the park warden's house. From there we



walked across a bridge (whighas just two metal planks spanningaage ditch) with some children following along.

Robin, a child psychologist, always enjoys meeting children and she took some photos that she showed to them on hel
LCD screen. At one point, Jean, Deb's siattaw, held the children up to the scope gy could see what we were all
looking at and getting so excited about. A little further up the trail we could hear their father calling, and the children
ran back to their house. Age walked along an old road through thugstine forest known forts abundance of Choco
endemics, we encountered dozens of highly sowagfter speciesPallid Dove Green Thorntail, Choco Trogon (aka Blue
tailed or White-eyed Trogon), Broadbilled Motmot, Rufoustailed Jacamar, Orang#&onted Barbet, Toucan Barbet,
Palemandibled Aracari, Choco ToucaBuayaquil WoodpeckerSpotted WoodcreeperWestern Slaty Atshrike,
Chestnutbacked Anghrike, Choco Tyrannulet (recently split from Golddéaced Tyrannulet), Browrtapped

Tyrannulet, Olivestriped, Olivesidedand TawnybreastedFlycatches, Scalecrested Pygmstyrant, Pacific Flatbill,
Western Wood Pewee, WhitddeardedManakin, Palevented Thrush, Whitethighed Swallow, Purple and Green
Honeycreepers, Yellowufted Dacnis,and Yellowbellied Siskinas well as many specigsen earlier on the trip
Yellow-collared ChlorophoniandGlisteninggreen Tanagewere observed in better lighand more openlyhan we

had earlier in the morning, annagers were abundant, with many previousien species such as Goldmaped and
Hame-faced (who at least one birder missed at Sachatamia's feeders) minglingmvithald, Mossbacked,Ochre
breasted,and Duskyfaced TanagerandBlackchinned Mountairttanagers Some who missed th@rnate Flycatcher

the day before were treated to stuming views of it todaynd eveyone was pleased to get a repeat lookGatange

breasted Fruiteater Clubwinged Manakinwas missed by most, but Andres assured us that he would be taking us to a
place where we would see the birds on their lek in a few d&Burple-chested Hummingbirdiarted about, but fewof
usgot good looks of it.

Driving homewe stopped at the site that had been so productive in the morning. ARlismbeous Kitgposed for our
viewing plesure in a nearlivee. We were also able tgpot aBoatbilled Flycatcherand some othespecies while
there.

Plumbeous Kite One of many orchids seen at Mashpi
As we approached Ayalir Lodge, the rain returned. We were all baskimg ghory of an amazing day of birding, so we
didn't mind the late afternoon rain. As the afternoon went into evening, the rain picked up and it was as if the heavens
had opened up by the time we gathered at the poolside shelter to go over our listoMik hear the rain pounding on



the tin roof as we ate dinner, and borrowed umbrellas from the hotel to use as we made a dash through the downpour
to our rooms. When Jim and | arrived at our covered entry, | noticed a puddle forming at the doomdstill u
construction, our building had stairs leading up to a future second floor that was currently just@pited roof. Water

was flowing down the steps like a waterfall, and a slight sbarthe tile floor channeled the water to our side of the

entry and away from the room on the opposite side where Doreene and Dan were staying. | commented that | hoped
none of the water had leaked into the room as Jim opened the door. Inside, we found the entire room flooded with
about 3/4 inch of water covering #tile floor. With little time to prepare for dinneafter we returned from our day of
birding, we had tossed dirty clothes on the floor next to our open suitcase. Everything was completely soaked! Jim
went to tell the management about the problem whiléried to get some things picked up. A worker came in with a
broom expecting to brush the water from our room and became very agitated when she saw the volume of water on the
floor. As she tried to communicate with us in Spanish, | managed to asldé&spachio, por favor" but slowing down
wasn't possible in her current state of agitationcould make out that we were to be moved to a different room, but it
wasn't until an Englisepeaking representative came that we would learn that we could taktenybat we needed for

the night to a different room and we could then gather our remaining items the next afternoon, or return to that room if
it was dry enough. The temporary manager, a visitor fBwitzerlandvho was there to assist the hotel staffrfa few
weeks,was very friendly and helpfulWe moved into the slightly smaller room and settled into a comfortable bed for a
good night's sleep.

DAY 7, February 1RIOSILANCHE BIRD SANCTUARY

While packing up for the day's outing, | realized thatd heft my binoculars in the flooded room the night before. As |
approached the building that housed our first room | saw two trucks parked in front, an indication that workers had
already been busy trying to fix the drainage problem. | could not findiheculars, went back to the new room to look

for them, returned to look once more in the old room. By now | had missed breakfast and the group was loading on the
bus, so | went to the bus and asked Marcelo if | might borrow the pair of binoculars wedwaght from the states for

his son. Jim quickly went back to our old room and found the binos hidden under the bedspread that | had thrown on
the bed the night before to keep it from getting soaked. Whew!

We headed for Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuargsenve that was created to protect a remnant lowland forest and the
many Choco endemigsholds. Many of these endemicare currently threatened by the significant cleautting of
forest in the area.We walked to the observation tower first where vi@und several hummingbirds feeding on the
flowering shrubs nearbyPurple-chested Hummingbird, Green Thorntadnd Violet-bellied Hummingbirdsentertained
us at the base of the tower and again from the top once we climbed up. Some of our best vieehofitmers were
actually from the top looking down at theniibby alone spotted &tripe-throated Hermit

As the cloudy sky threatened to open up onws,stood on the platform gazing out into the canopy, waiting for activity.
ADuskyheaded Flycatchedrew a lot of attention as it was the only bird present for awhiBérds were not in the
numbers expectedor this sanctuarybutwe were able toview, either from the tower or one of the trail§¥estern
White-tailed and Blackthroated TrogonsOrangefronted and Redheaded BarbetsPlain XenopsWedgehbilled,
Blackstriped, and Streakheaded Woodcreepers, Slatapped, Ruddytailed, Blacktailed, Socialand Sulfurrumped
Flycatchers, Blackapped Pygmy Tyrant, Bladleadedand Common Todyflycatches, Purplethroated Fruitcrow,

Lesser Greenlet, Reelyed Vireq Blue DacnisandDusky Pigeon

Woodpeckers were common in this sanctuary, with several species making an appearance at one birding stop or
another: Cinnamon the western subspecies bineakd, Blackcheeked, Redumped, andGuayaquilin addition to the
tiny Olivaceous Piculebne ofthe smallest membeyof the woodpecker familymeasuring just 3.5 inche&aren was



able to see &Vestern Woodhauntetthat no one else was able to observ@ther furnarids seen today have been listed
for previous days.

On the trail leading back to the bus, we birded a little as the rain lightly\fédl.sawSpotcrowned Antvireo, Pacific,
Checkerthroated, White-flanked, and Dotwinged Antwrens and the ony Orarnge-billed Sparrowof the trip. We
sought shelter from the increasing rain under the overhang of the roof of the caretaker's resjodreze we received
many bites from insects | dubbed "Elbow Bugs". These minute insects seemed to hover arayodeselbowsand
more than a few people had polidotted elbows for several days to come. From our shelter, we were able to see
several "old" species and add®dhite-shouldered Tanageto our list. Some people caught a glimpse &udf-rumped
Warbler under a bush, but it went deeper into the forest before everyone could geherbird.

After having a boxunch on the buswewalked down a different traivhere Andres knew of 8andtailed Barbthroat
lek. Along the trail we found several other spes; including bothiRufous and Broadbilled Motmots, as well as some of
the species mentioned in the third paragraphDay 7 &bove.

On our way back to Ayalir Lodge, we did some roadside birding, with one spot in particular that Andres wanted us to
seach. This spot was known as one of the f@dacesaround where you could findRosefaced Parrots Among the
Rosefaced Parrots were margronzewinged Parrotsand Maroon-tailed Parakeets Although the tree they were

feeding in was quite a distance awaye all enjoyed good views through the scopes. While at this &hm-headed
Parrotsflew in andperchedat the top of a different treeproviding good views of a species that had previously only
been "flybys". Chestnut-fronted Macaws andMealy Parros flew over our headsalong with aGraybreasted Martin

A very cooperativé&oldenolive Woodpeckempaused in a tree right next to the road, giving us all something to "ooh"
and "aah" about before heading back to the lodge for dinrfgcarletthighed Daniswas seen in the distance.

Our original room was dry when we returned, so we opted to move the few things we had taken with us instead of
moving all of our stuff to the new room for the last night at Ayalir. The staff was so helpful that, in adalition

laundering the wet clothing that had been left on the fladrthe flooded room they also took the plastic bag with dirty
clothes from the day before and the plastic bag holding my waterproof Keen $tomeshe room we had slept in the

night before. When our clothing was returned to us, my shoes had been laundered along with the clothes, and it would
be days before they would dry out.

Male Club
winged
Manakin
performiry
atlek in
Milpe Bird
Sanctuary

DAY 8, February 13MILPE BIRD SANCTUARY, CALACALI AREA, EQUATOR MONUMENT

Once again birding with alternatj periods of sunshine and rain, we spent the morning at Milpe Bird Sanctdary.
beautiful area in the foothills a little over3000to almost 4000 feetn elevation, it harbors many Choco endemics,




including a lek o€lubwinged Manakinsvho performedfor us in grand fashionThese tiny birds use their winfsr
stridulation, a rubbing mechanism commonly used by insects such as cri€katsfeather on each wing has seven

ridges along its central vane. The stiff, curved tip of an adjacent feathkestifie ridges every time the bird raises it
wings over its back and shakes its feathers. The repeated striking causes adjacent clubbed feathers to vibrate at high
speed(1500 cycles per second), creating the unique fggbhed courtship songWhile notbelieved to be part of the
attraction to females, the movement needed to create the sound is entertaining in itééthough many insects do

this, manakins are uniqgue among vertebrates in using stridulation
L ’ - 2T .
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Neither rain nor sleet nor snow . ... Hedoes that go?
As we disembarked frotte bus at the visitor's centewe were greeted by a mixed flock in a fruiting tree in the parking
lot. New birds include®@uira Tanager, Golderumped Euphonia,andBlue-and-yellow TanagerThe hummingbird
feederswere active with several species present, but the only species new to us was the very c&ufoastailed
Hummingbird Easily seen in most Central and many South American countries, this was our first visit to the proper
habitat and elevation for thispecies. Other birds seen on theads andrails of the sanctuary included many
previouslyseen specigsaas well asome new specieScalythroated Foliagegleaner, Snowsthroated Kingbird,
Goldenwinged Manakin, Banebacked and Bay Wren€ ollared Trogn, Choco Warbler,Yellowthroated Bush
tanager,Hooded SiskinsJmmaculate Antbird,andone of the most difficult birds for the entire group to see
Esmeralda’s Antbird After hiking down a long narrow trail, with barely room for two peopdestand sile-by-side,

Andres heard the call of the Esmeralda’s Antbird. Lined up on the trail as it led down to a ravine, we all stood silently
waiting for the birds to appear in one of the tiny openings in the forest floor. Andres and the people at the froat of t

line were standing at the lowest point of the trail with the remainder of the group along the slope and Marcelo at the
highest point. Discouraged about my position at the end of the line and what | thought were miniscule chances of
seeing the bird, laged across the ravine at an open area at eye level on the other side. Suddenly, the female antbird
hopped into view. By the time | said, "I've got it," it was gone and Marcelo and | were the only two to see it at that time.
With a lot of patience andweryone standing their ground rather than moving about, every person in the group was able
to see both male and female Esmeralda’s Antbirds. We walked away feeling quite satisfied with ourselves, and | was r
unhappy to bring up the rear of the line frotihat moment forward.



After enjoyingour boxed lunch in Calacali near the original Equator Monum&here we saw our firdtdouse

Sparrows(Oh, no!), we drove to Cadali Pass where the habitat was much different from any site we had visited so far.
Looking out over a dry landscape with few trees and vegetation that reminded us of the desert southwest of the US, we
were certain we would be seeing new species hefirusty Flowerpiercerdgarted in and out of the short scrubby

bushes and ufted TitTyrartsflitted across the slope below us. Everyone was pleasedBiaaktailed Trainbearers

made an appearance for those who had not seen it earlier in the trip. A few peopl®aadtailed Seedeateybut

Karen was the only birder lucky enough to #eeWhite-tailed Shrike Tyranthat Andres said was present in the area.

Andres left us at around 4:00 PM to attend a friend's wedding was actually serving as the witness, the equivalent to
the best man in the US! As he departed in a private vehickebus went oo the newer Equator Monument and the
outdoor museum adjacent to itWe saw our firs€Common Grouneboves as we approachethe monumentand most
people got excellent looks at a species that up to this point had given only glimpsesliofiie Southern Yellow
Grosbeak (aka Goldehellied Grosbeak)

After visiting the museum, we drove baitkQuito where we checked in #te Hotel Sebastian for the night. We

updated our lists with Marcelo and then had some time to organize our lwgefpre dinner. We could leave part of

our luggage at the Sebastian while we went on the second half of the tour on the eastern slope of the Andes, and many
of us took advantage of the opportunityAs we turned in for the night, it became quite apparémit we were in a big

city hotel on the Saturday night of the foday celebration known as Carnival.

DAY 9, February 14ANTISANA RESERVE, PAPALLACTA PASS

Birding at Antisana is unlike other birding we had been deimglong hikes down steep muddiwils andno heat and
humidity to make the hiking feel more difficult than it is. At altitudes ranging from 9000 feet in Quito to over 14,000
feet, this day consisted mostly of short walks from the bus wearing our warmest clothing.

During our ascent, weawCarunculated Caracardierally all over the place: in the air, on the ground, at a distance

and practically underfoot (well, that may be an exaggeration, but they were very close). Raptors provided much of the
birding entertainment at these altitues withBlackchested Buzzard Eaglesd Variable Hawksnaking numerous

encores and single cameo appearasitem anAplomado Falcorand anAmerican Kestrel It wasn't until after lunch

that we saw the bird that was perhaps highest on our wiskdisthe day the Andean Condor The bird was in flight

and at quite a distance, but welt privileged just to see one under any conditien

We stopped at an area that Andres knew wh&iant Hummingbirdsegularly feed. After just a few moments, the
larges hummingbird in the world appeared, feeding at flowering bushes, returning repeatedly until all were satisfied
with the looks they got. Along a nearby river we sAndean Gulls.

It didn't take long to pass the treeline and Paramo vegetation domindiedscenery. At a bridge, we were able to see
an Ecuadorian Hillstafemale with one or two birders getting a glimpse of a male. Nearby, there was at least one
Streakbacked Canasterdout only those who were approaching at the front of the line of disdwere able to get good
views.

| asked Luis to stop the bus so | could take a photograph of some Carunculated Caracaras that were very close to the
road. Before | could even get the camera focused on the birds, Andres called out that there were some

Blackfaced Ibisdirectly ahead of us. As we looked at the Ibis through our binoculars, we also spotted a group of
Andean Lapwing.
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Caracara

Carunculated

Blackfaced Ibis
Near an old deserted house and a flock of grazing sheep tended by a couple of very sleepy dogs andphéedssie
got good looks aBarwingedand Stout-billed Cinclodes As we were watchinaramo (Plaircapped) GroundTlyrants
('small brown birdson the ground near the bus, Libby insisted that she was seeing a Pipit. With all of the movement of
the earth-coloredbirds on thebareground (think of Horned Lark flocksptowed fields in the winter), it took awhile
before we were able to get on the bird she was referring to. When at last Andres and the rest of the group found the
bird in the field(with no discerrible field marks to indicate locatignit was indeed &aramo Pipit

Another roadside stop yieldeBlackwinged Grounddoves and both male and femalelumbeous Sierrdinches.

At a moungin lakewe sawSilvery Grebe, Andean Teandean (Ruddy) Dugl3ate-colored (Andean) Cooand

Greater YellowlegsBecause we were unable to locate avgllow-billed Pintail at this lake, we later walked up a short
trail to a second lake to find it. On the hike back from the lake, weBramwn-backed Chatyrant, Sedge Wren

Andean TitSpinetailand White-crested Elaenia



