
ECUADOR 
August 24 – September 8, 2023 

 

 

OVERVIEW 
Home to the highest density of bird species per acre on Earth, Ecuador is a birder’s 
paradise.  With over 1650 species of birds found in many tropical habitats, this small 

country is considered megadiverse and is relatively compact compared to its massive 
political neighbors.  Ecuador’s small size allows international birders to bird many different 

biomes, habitats, and elevations within a short time. The proximity between birding sites 
means more time spent birding and less time traveling.  
 

Ecuador is part of the Tropical Andes and the Choco-Tumbes-Magdalena Hotspots, along 
with Peru and Colombia.  While Ecuador has fewer total bird species than the other two 

countries, it boasts about 3 times more bird species per surface area than either 
Colombia or Peru.  It’s truly amazing to think that there are so many species packed in 

such a small country! To put this in perspective, there are approximately 1100 species of 
birds in the continental US, while the 1600 species found in Ecuador are found in an area 
roughly the size of Nevada! 

The lodges and reserves we visit in Ecuador are well-established, many with outstanding 
opportunities to view birds from a close distance at well-maintained and active feeding 
stations.  With comfortable lodging, great food, expert guides, friendly people, and 

amazing birding, Ecuador provides every element of a perfect birding tour. 

Northern Ecuador 
16 Days / 15 Nights 

$4897* 
Single Supplement $495 
 

*Price includes TWO expert birding   

  guides for groups of 10 – 12. 

*$150 discount for group of 12.  

*Price includes just one expert birding  

  guide for groups smaller than 10. 

*$100 surcharge for group of 8 – 9. 

birding guide. 

 



DETAILED ITINERARY 

Day 1, August 24 

Arrive in Quito.  Transfer to hotel.  While there are no activities planned for arrival day, 

our hotel is situated on 18 wooded acres that abuts the Chiche River.  If you arrive early 

in the day, you are free to walk around the property or enjoy the hummingbird feeders 

located near the outdoor dining area.   

O/N Hacienda Jimenita (No meals included) 

 

Day 2, August 25 

We will depart our hotel early to drive to 

Zuroloma Nature Reserve, which is 

located at approximately 10,200 feet 

above sea level on the slopes of the 

Pichincha Volcano and is part of a 

UNESCO Biosphere called the Andean 

Choco. This high Andean montane forest 

offers a unique opportunity to see and 

photograph cloud forest birds up close and 

personal – some of the hummingbirds will 

even land on your hand to feed from a 

feeder you hold in your other hand!  Our 

visit will support a sustainable alternative 

income for the local people who run this 

conservation initiative, a very valuable 

effort that resists pressure for agricultural 

conversion and other types of habitat 

degradation.  In addition to the delightful 

hummingbirds – Sword-billed 

Hummingbird, Sapphire-vented Puffleg, 

Mountain Velvetbreast, Black-tailed 

Trainbearer, Tyrian Metaltail, and others – 

we can hope to see an array of colorful 

birds like Blue-capped Tanagers, Barred Fruiteaters, and Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanagers as well as 

skulkers such as Chestnut-naped, Ocellated and Equatorial (formerly Rufous) Antpittas.  Small birds 

will alert us when Andean Owls show up, and we might be lucky enough to get good views of Red-

crested Cotingas.  After lunch, we will visit Yanacocha Reserve for some more birding in this high-

elevation ecosystem. This reserve, located at approximately 11,600 feet above sea level, was created 

to preserve the Black-breasted Puffleg, a tiny hummingbird that is critically threatened and has a very 

limited range of distribution.  This bird is rarely sighted, and we would be most fortunate to catch a 

glimpse of it. We can expect to see many of the same birds seen at Zuroloma but hope to add to the 

day’s list with some impressive species such as Great Sapphirewing, Slaty-backed Chat-Tyrant, 

Turquoise Jay and, with some luck, Andean Condor.  From here, we’ll drive down Old Nono-Mindo 

Road to our comfortable lodge, Sachatamia. 

O/N Sachatamia (BLD) 

Red-crested Cotinga 



Day 3, August 26 

Today we will visit the San Tadeo 

Gardens, where Plate-billed 

Mountain Toucans are often 

among the birds that come to the 

fruit feeders.  Other possibilities 

include Beryl-spangled and Black-

capped Tanagers, Red-headed 

Barbet, and Scaled Fruiteater.  

Powerful Woodpecker and Andean 

Cock-of-the-rock are found on the 

property, and we hope to be able 

to observe them.  After enjoying 

some time at the feeders, we’ll 

walk along Bellavista Research 

Station Road, where some of our 

target species will be in the 

Furnariidae family, including 

Strong-billed and Montane 

Woodcreepers, Streaked 

Tuftedcheek, Pearled Treerunner, 

Red-face Spinetail, and Montane 

Foliage-gleaner.  The Tanager 

Finch is a bird restricted to the 

cloud forest Andes of western 

Colombia and northwestern 

Ecuador and is not easily located 

because it stays low in dense 

vegetation and does not join 

mixed-species flocks.  This species 

was once reliable along this road but  

has, in recent years, been “played out” by the number of birders that frequent the road.  With some 

luck, we’ll be able to find a pair of this elusive species.  
 

We’ll enjoy lunch at Bellavista Lodge, where we can continue to observe hummingbirds, tanagers, and 

trogons outside the windows as we eat.  In the afternoon we’ll visit Pacha Quindi, the home of Tony and 

Barbara Nunnery, who have dedicated their lives to reforestation and hold the record for the most 

hummingbird species (42!) of any site in the world.   

O/N Sachatamia (BLD) 

 

Day 4, August 27 

We will spend the morning in Milpe Bird Sanctuary.  This renowned sanctuary harbors a lek of the 

endemic Club-winged Manakin and is a great area for the endemic Choco Toucan and Collared 

Aracari. We regularly find rarities like Esmeralda's Antbird, Choco Trogon, plus other conspicuous birds 

like Guayaquil Woodpecker, Choco Warbler, and Golden-winged Manakin.  This is another good forest 

Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan 



for Furnariids, so we should add some 

Woodcreepers, Spinetails, and Foliage-gleaners 

to our list. We will enjoy a relaxed lunch in a 

restaurant overlooking a river in the valley 

below, where we might see Golden and 

Rufous-throated Tanagers among the birds 

feeding right outside the window. In the 

afternoon, we will bird along the Old Mindo-

Cinto Road. 

O/N Sachatamia (BLD) 

 

Day 5, August 28 

Today we’ll have a full day to bird at 

Amagusa Reserve, a privately-owned 

reserve of 130 hectares of recovering forest 

in the newly-protected IBA Mashpi-Pachijal.  

The owners plan to improve the 

sustainability of their reserve and to 

provide unique experiences for birders.  So 

far, they have established a small 

hummingbird garden with a few well-visited 

feeders that attract some of the Choco-

endemics such as Empress Brilliant, Velvet-

purple Coronet, Violet-tailed Sylph, Brown 

Inca, Purple-bibbed Whitetip, and White-whiskered Hermit.  Glistening-green Tanager and 

Black-chinned Mountain-Tanager feed from the fruit feeders along with the more common 

Golden, Golden-naped, and Flame-faced Tanagers.  Other birds to be found in the reserve 

or along the road include Rose-faced Parrot, Orange-fronted Barbet, Toucan Barbet, 

Orange-breasted Fruiteater, Moss-backed Tanager, Choco Vireo, and Long-wattled 

Umbrellabird. 

O/N Sachatamia (BLD) 

 

Strong-billed Woodcreeper 

Velvet-purple Coronet Flame-faced Tanager Violet-tailed Sylph 



Day 6, August 29 

We will spend today searching for specific species. We will leave very early in the morning 

to visit one of the cloud forest’s main attractions, an Andean Cock-of-the-Rock lek. We will 

use lights to guide us down a forest trail so we can be in place in a bird blind before the 

Cock-of-the-Rock males begin to display for the females. As daylight brightens the forest, 

we will bird this reserve which 

became famous for the 

presence of Giant, Moustached, 

Ochre-breasted and Yellow-

breasted Antpittas. These 

normally very elusive species 

respond relatively easily to the 

voice of Angel, the owner of the 

reserve, who calls them by 

names he gave to particular 

individuals. Feeders at this 

reserve offer us the chance to 

see many species up close, 

including Crimson-rumped 

Toucanet, Toucan Barbet, and    

   Gray-headed Chachalacas, as 

well as many tanager species. After an authentic Ecuadorian breakfast and a bit of birding 

around the feeders, we will drive to an area finca for a very unique experience. We’ll visit 

a cave that harbors Oilbirds before going to lunch at a small B&B called Alambi.  After 

lunch we’ll spend some time enjoying the birds at the feeders and on the property along 

the river, and then we’ll return to Quito, where we’ll have dinner and spend the night at 

San Jose del Puembo. 

O/N Hacienda Jimenita 

(BLD) 

 

Day 7, August 30 

We’ll have an early breakfast 

at Puembo Bird Garden before 

leaving for the fantastic 

Antisana Reserve. The main 

attraction at this high-

elevation reserve is Ecuador’s 

national bird, the amazing 

Andean Condor. The Condors 

roost in cliffs within the 

reserve, making them 

relatively reliable to find. In 

addition, the very local Black-

Toucan Barbet 

Crimson-rumped Toucanet 



faced Ibis, White-tailed and Black-tailed Shrike-Tyrants, Carunculated Caracara, the cute 

Ecuadorian Hillstar and the impressive Giant Hummingbird are often spotted here. We’ll 

have to take our eyes off the sky to spot the Many-striped Canastero, Andean Tit-

Spinetail, Plain-capped Ground-Tyrant and Stout-billed and Bar-winged Cinclodes foraging 

low in the shrubs or on the ground.  We’ll enjoy a hot lunch at Tambo Condor, located 

across a deep valley where the Condors are often seen soaring. After lunch, we will work 

our way back down to lower altitude, birding along the way.  

O/N Termas Papallacta (BLD) 

 

Day 8, August 31 

We will go to Papallacta for 

the entire morning. Here we 

will do a deeper search for 

paramo (highland) birds. 

Mixed flocks are expected, 

and we will search for specials 

such as Black-backed Bush-

Tanager, Masked Mountain-

Tanager, White-chinned 

Thistletail, Blue-mantled 

Thornbill, Agile Tit-Tyrant and 

Red-rumped Bush-Tyrant. A 

drive to the highest point near 

some antennas should reward 

us with views of Rufous-

bellied Seedsnipe. We will go 

to Guango lodge shortly after 

noon and enjoy a hot lunch 

there along with a midday 

break during which time we 

can watch the wonderful 

hummingbird feeders that are 

visited constantly by over 15 

species. Sword-billed 

Hummingbird is  

the favorite, but also present are species like the scarce Gorgeted Woodstar, Long-tailed 

Sylph, Mountain Velvetbreast, Tourmaline Sunangel and Chestnut-breasted Coronet. After 

lunch, we will bird the trails around the lodge and visit the nearby river where Torrent 

Duck is usually found. We might also see Torrent Tyrannulet and White-capped Dipper on 

the river. 

O/N Termas Papallacta (BLD) 

 

Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe 



Day 9, September 1 

In the early morning we 

will bird the trails at 

Guango Lodge for some 

specialties like Torrent 

Duck, Dusky Piha, Gray-

headed Bush-Tanager 

and Slaty Brush-Finch. A 

short trail towards a 

small waterfall is usually 

rewarding as the thick 

vegetation there holds 

the difficult Slate-

crowned and Chestnut-

naped Antpittas. 

Commonly seen here are 

Black-capped and Black-

eared Hemispingus, 

Hooded Mountain-

Tanagers, Northern Mountain-Cacique, and with a bit of good luck rarities like Black-and-

Chestnut Eagle and Gray-breasted Mountain-Toucans may show up. After lunch, we move 

lower toward San Isidro Lodge, birding along the way.  

O/N San Isidro Lodge (BLD) 

 

Days 10-11, September 2-3 

The major attraction is 

indubitably the Mystery Owl, a 

Strix owl whose species has only 

recently been determined. 

Besides this unique bird, 

Golden-headed and Crested 

Quetzals are often heard and 

seen in the area. Big birds like 

Sickle-winged and Wattled 

Guans and, with some luck, 

Black-billed Mountain-Toucan 

and Black-chested Fruiteater are 

encountered feeding on the 

fruiting trees. Just outside the 

restaurant almost every morning 

Inca Jay, Highland Motmot, 

Masked Trogon and Pale-edged 

Flycatcher, among others, are 

Gray-breasted Mountain-Toucan 

Black-banded Owls 



seen near the lights. Also commonly seen 

are Emerald Toucanet, Chestnut-crowned 

Antpittas, and Rufous-crowned Tody-

Flycatchers. White-bellied Antpittas have 

been trained to come for worms, and 

occasionally a Peruvian Antpitta also 

appears to accept food. At dusk, Rufous-

bellied Nighthawk can sometimes be 

found, and a half-hour trip along the top 

of the Guacamayos Ridge can bring 

delightful species like Lyre-tailed Nightjar 

and Swallow-tailed Nightjar, the very 

local Andean Potoo, and the White-

throated Screech Owl. We’ll have 2 full 

days to explore the possibilities in the 

San Isidro area. 

O/N San Isidro Lodge (BLD 

 

 

Day 12, September 4 

Today we will drop considerably in elevation as we bird our way from the higher slope to 

the low foothills through the famous Guacamayos Ridge. Here rarities like the White-

capped Tanager and Greater Scythebill are possible. On our November 2010 trip, Crested 

Eagle was spotted along the 

way! In the afternoon we 

continue downhill toward the 

foothills and the great 

Wildsumaco Lodge, where we 

will stay for the next 3 

nights. We will make some 

strategic stops on our way 

there, attempting to find 

Orange-breasted Falcon and 

Cliff Flycatcher.  

O/N Wildsumaco Lodge 

(BLD) 

 

Days 13 – 14,  

September 5-6 

This popular lodge is located 

at the base of the eastern 

Andes, a place filled with 

unique birds. The lodge owns a nice reserve of forest at around 3900 feet above sea level, 

Inca Jay 

White-capped Tanager 



which is placed in the heart of Ecuador-Peru East Andes IBA. Birding the trails and the 

roadside of this area is one of the most delightful birding experiences in Ecuador, and we 

will do that for 2 full days with a little extra time on arrival and departure days. Some of 

the species seen regularly here are Coppery-chested Jacamar, Blue-rumped Manakin, 

Lined Antshrike, Blue-naped Chlorophonia, Chestnut-crowned Gnateater, and Short-tailed 

Antthrush. There are other rare species that can be seen with some luck, such as Military 

Macaw, Yellow-throated Spadebill, and Gray-throated Leaftosser. This area is also an 

every-year stop for the threatened Cerulean Warbler. The hummingbird feeders are 

regularly visited by a handful of superb species such as endemics like Ecuadorian Piedtail, 

Rufous-vented Whitetip, and Napo Sabrewing. In addition, other hummingbirds unique for 

this altitudinal range such as Green and Gray-chinned Hermit, Black-throated Brilliant, 

and Many-spotted Hummingbird are present. These species, together with some others 

like Golden-tailed Sapphire, Wire-crested Thorntail, Gould's Jewelfront, and Violet-headed 

Hummingbird, make these feeders a very exciting "must-visit" place. 

O/N Wildsumaco Lodge (BLD) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 15, September 7 

We’ll do a bit of pre-breakfast birding this morning, trying to “sweep up” any species that 

we might have missed. After breakfast, those going on the Napo extension will drive to 

Coca for their boat trip on the Napo River to the Napo Wildlife Center.  The rest of the 

group will pack up and head for Quito to stage for our flights home.  We’ll enjoy a farewell 

dinner at our hotel.  People who have scheduled late evening flights will be able to leave 

tonight if they prefer.  Whether you depart tonight or tomorrow, every participant will 

have a room at the hotel to freshen up, rest, and pack for the journey home. 

O/N Hacienda Jimenita (BLD) 
 

Day 16, September 8 

Transfer to the Quito International Airport for those who did not fly out on the 7th. 

(B) 

Gould's Jewelfront Wire-crested Thorntail 



 

The price INCLUDES:  

- All meals during tour (Breakfast on Day 2 through breakfast on Day 16)  

- Bottled water 

- Private transportation during tour  

- All entry fees to reserves in itinerary  

- All Lodging  

- Expert bilingual Ecuadorian bird guide(s) during the entire trip (2 guides for groups of  

  10-12; 1 guide for groups of 8 – 9)  

- Services of 2 Cheepers! Tour Leaders (Jim & Cindy Beckman)  

- Transfers to and from the airport  

- Pre-trip gift package, including customized checklist  

- Farewell dinner in Quito  

- Post-trip electronic version of final checklist  

- Post-trip photo collection on flash drive or DVD  

 

The price does NOT include:  

- International airfare  

- Tips (Suggested tip is $10 per person per day for birding guide(s), $5 per day for driver) 

- Items of a personal nature, such as extra drinks, snacks, alcoholic beverages,  

   laundry, souvenirs, etc.  

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:  

Deposit of $750 with registration. Balance is due on or before April 24, 2023.  
 

Checks should be made payable to Cheepers! Birding on a Budgetand and mailed with 

the registration form to:  

   Cheepers!  Birding on a Budget 

                      Post Office Box 385 

     Spring Valley, OH 45370 

 

Beryl-spangled Tanager Giant Antpitta Masked Flowerpiercer Flavescent Flycatcher 



CANCELLATION POLICY 

Cancellation should be made in writing (email or snail mail) 

More than 6 months prior to departure – full refund of deposit 

Between 4 and 6 months prior to departure – 50% refund of deposit 

Less than 4 months prior to departure – No refund of deposit 

If cancellation occurs after full payment is made, a refund will be given only if 

the vacant spot is filled.  

                          

Trip insurance is recommended. 
You can compare prices offered by various trip insurance companies at these websites: 

http://www.quotewright.com/?sub_id=6056 

www.insuremytrip.com 

 

Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC reserves the right to make 

changes in the itinerary if the need should arise due to 
unforeseeable circumstances such as weather, landslides, and other 

natural phenomena, as well as suggestions by local guides in order 
to take advantage of an unusual birding opportunity; please be 

aware that we will attempt to adhere as close to the original 
program as possible if the need to make changes arises.  Lodging is 

subject to change based on availability.    
 

 

Contact  us: 

 

email:        cbeckman4505@gmail     

jamesdbeckman@sbcglobal.net 

 

Snail mail:   Cheepers! Birding on a Budget 

  PO Box 385 

 Spring Valley, OH 45370 

 

Phone:  937-862-4505 (Land line with robocall filter; Please state your name when prompted) 

               937-974-0802 (Jim's cell) 

              937-974-0803 (Cindy's cell) 

    

 

http://www.quotewright.com/?sub_id=6056
http://www.insuremytrip.com/
mailto:cbeckman4505@gmail.com
mailto:jamesdbeckman@sbcglobal.net

