
     

 
 

Iguazu Pre-trip Extension, July 7 – 11, 2017 

Main Tour (Brazil’s Birdiest Biomes), July 11 – 27, 2017 

Intervales Post-trip Extension, July 27 – 31, 2017 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

5 days / 4 nights 
 

$355 single supplement 

17 days / 16 nights 

$555 single supplement 

5 days/ 4 nights 

$100 single supplement 



Itinerary in a nutshell  
(Detailed itinerary follows)  

 
 

IGUAZU EXT 

July 7 

July 8    

July 9 

July 10 

July 11 

 

MAIN TOUR 

July 11 

July 12 

July 13 

July 14 

July 15 

July 16 

July 17 

 

July 18 

July 19 

July 20 

July 21 

July 22 

July 23   

 

Arrival in Iguazu Falls (Brazil side), transfer to Bourbon Hotel 

Tour the Brazil side of the falls, visit local hummingbird feeders 

Visit the Argentina side of the falls 

Full day of birding at Urugua State Park in Argentina 

Early morning birding, transfer to airport for flight to Sao Paulo 

 

 

Arrive in Sao Paulo, transfer to Itatiaia National Park (Sao Gatardo Hotel) 

Full day of birding in the park (Hotel Ype) 

Full day of birding in the park (Hotel Ype) 

Transfer to Ubatuba (Ubatuba Palace) 

Full day of birding in Ubatuba area (Ubatuba Palace) 

Full day of birding in Ubatuba area (Ubatuba Palace) 

Transfer to Sao Paulo for flight to Cuiaba, drive to Chapada dos Guimaraes 

(Penhasco Lodge) 

Full day of birding  at Chapada dos Guimaraes (Penhasco Lodge) 

Transfer to Jardim da Amazonia Lodge 

Full day of birding at Jardim da Amazonia 

Transfer to the Pantanal (Piuval Lodge) 

Full day of birdng around our lodge (Piuval Lodge) 

Travel the length of the Transpantaneira Highway, birding en route (Porto 

Jofre Hotel) 

July 24      Full day of birding from boats at Porto Jofre (Porto Jofre Hotel)   
July 25 

July 26  

Full day of birding from boats at Porto Jofre (Porto Jofre Hotel)   

Transfer to Mato Grosso, afternoon boat ride on the Cuiaba River (Mato 

Grosso Hotel) 
July 27 

 

 

INTERVALES  

July 27   

July 28 -  30 

July 31   

Transfer to the airport in Cuiaba for flights to São Paulo; Flights home later 

this evening 

 

EXTENSION 

After dropping the group off at the Sao Paulo airport, transfer to hotel 

Three full days of birding in Intervales State Park 

Transfer to Sao Paulo for flights home 

 

 

 

 

 



DETAILED ITINERARY  

 

IGUAZU FALLS PRE-TRIP EXTENSION 
 

July 7: Arrival in Foz de Iguazu, Brazil 

Today you will arrive in Iguazu Falls (Brazil side).  You will be met at the airport and transferred 

to your hotel where you will have the rest of the afternoon to rest after your long flights.  

There are trails and plenty of birds on the grounds so those who are too excited to rest can do 

some birding on their own, if desired.  We’ll enjoy a welcome dinner where we will get to know 

each other and our guide a bit before beginning the tour. 

Bourbon Hotel (D) 

 

July 8: Iguazu Falls, Brazil side 

We will visit the Brazilian side of the falls today.  While the falls are the main attraction, we will 

not ignore the Bushy-crested Jays, Scarlet-rumped Caciques, or any of the colorful Tanagers 

that show themselves along the way.  At the nearest observation platform, we should see Dusky 

Swifts as they fly through the massive torrent of water to reach their nests on the cliff behind 

the falls.  We’ll visit a loal home where feeders attract a variety of hummingbirds.  At the end 

of the day, we’ll transfer to the Argentina side of Iguazu Falls. 

Las Orchideas (BLD) 
 

 
Plush-crested Jay 

 



 
 

July 9: Iguazu Falls, Argentina side 

We will visit the Argentina side of the falls today, which many report to be the most impressive.  

Many trails lead around the falls with opportunities to see not only the majestic falls but also 

some of the avian life of the area. 

Las Orchideas (BLD) 

 

July 10: Urugua State Park 

Today we’ll have an early start for a full day of birding at Urugua State Park in Argentina. 

Las Orchideas (BLD) 

 

July 11: Transfer to the airport for flight to Sao Paulo 

You will have some time for a bit of birding before we head to the airport for our late morning 

flight to Sao Paulo. (flight cost not included in tour price) 

Hotel Sao Gotardo (B) 

 

 

 

 



 

MAIN TOUR: BRAZIL’S BIRDIEST BIOMES! 
 

DAY 1, July 11: Arrival In Sao Paulo 

Today you will arrive in Sao Paulo, either from the pre-trip extension to Iguazu Falls or from 

the US.  Once everyone has arrived, we will drive approximately 4 hours to Itatiaia National 

Park for the first portion of our tour, the famous Atlantic Forests. 

Hotel Sao Gatardo (LD) 
 

Day 2, July 12: 

This morning we will search for many species along a very well-known trail called "Three Pics". 

Here we might find Blue Manakin, Black-capped Piprites, White-bibbed Antbird, and Large-

headed Flatbill, just to name a few. We will move to the next lodge for lunch so we may enjoy 

the feeders there that host many species including Saffron Toucanet, Red-breasted Toucan, 

Magpie Tanager, Red-rumped Cacique, and Blue-naped Chlorphonia.  In the afternoon we will 

walk along the Agulhas-Negras Road, one of the most popular birding sites among Brazilian 

birders.  Here we hope to see the Black-and-Yellow Cotinga whose ringing calls seem to be 

constantly reverberating from the canopy.   

Hotel Ype (BLD)  
 

  
  Brazilian Tanager     Green-headed Tanager 
 

Day 3, July 13: 

This morning we will be birding in the highest part of Itatiaia National Park, up to 9000 feet in 

elevation. Wonderful scenery and breath-taking vistas will add to the enjoyment of this day 

filled with target species such as the very rare Black-and-gold Cotinga, Red-rumped and Bay-

chested Warbling-Finches, Mouse-colored Tapaculo, Brassy-breasted and Gilt-edged Tanagers, 

and the famous and endemic Itatiaia Thistletail. We will enjoy the entire day in the field, having 

a box lunch to maximize the amount of time for birding. We will return to the hotel in time for 

dinner.   

Hotel Ype (BLD) 
 



 
Red-breasted Toucan 

 

Day 4, July 14: 

We will enjoy a last morning of mountain birding before checking out of our hotel. We will 

bird our way to Ubatuba, stopping at a feeder known to have lots of Red-necked and Green-

headed Tanagers. Birding is so good along this route, we will need to pay close attention to 

not only the Streamer-tailed Tyrants, Crescent-chested Puffbirds, Red-eyed Thornbirds and 

other avian treasures, but also the clock to make sure we arrive at our hotel in time for 

dinner.  

Ubatuba Palace Hotel (BLD)  
 

                 

Day 5, July 15: 

Following breakfast at the hotel, we will be birding on a back road known as "Folha Seca" where 

we might find Rufous-capped Antthrush, Rufous-winged Antwren, and Slaty Bristlefront, among 

many other species. A stop at a feeder with many hummingbirds should yield Festive Coquette, 

Brazilian Ruby, Saw-billed Hermit, and Violet-capped Woodnymph, plus several Tanager and 

Euphonia species. After lunch and a short siesta, we will bird another road, "Rio Escuro", where 

we will search for Pin-tailed Manakin, Masked Yellowthroat, River Warbler, Rufous-capped 

Antshrike, and Bare-throated Bellbird.  

Ubatuba Palace Hotel (BLD)  



  
Red-necked Tanager         Brazilian Ruby 

 

DAY 6, July 16: Ubatuba  

Expect some brilliant birding this morning! Buff-throated Purpletuft, Long-billed Gnatwren, 

White-bearded Manakin, Spotted Bamboowren, and a long list of other specialties are to be 

seen in the famous Angelim Rainforest. After lunch, we will walk and bird on another back road 

that may produce Blonde-crested Woodpecker, Fork-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant, Buff-bellied 

Puffbird, and much much more. At the end of the day, we will search for Common Potoo.  

Overnight Ubatuba Palace Hotel (BLD)  

 

DAY 7, July 17: Ubatuba to Sao Paulo 

We will depart Ubatuba for Sao Paulo airport to catch our flights to Cuiaba, where we 

will transfer to Chapada dos Guimaraes.  There will be some birding en route, but this is 

primarily a travel day. 

Hotel Penhasco (BLD)  

 

Day 8, July 18: Chapada dos Guimaraes 

Full day of birding at Chapada dos Guimaraes National Park, dedicating the first part of the 

morning to open field birds of the Cerrado. Possibilities include Red-billed and Red-winged 

Tinamou, Horned Sungem, and Cinnamon and Black-faced Tanagers. Later in the morning we will 

escape the hot sun as we do some forest birding in search of Band-tailed and Fiery-capped 

Manakins, and many others. We'll enjoy lunch and a short siesta before heading back into the 

field for more birding in the afternoon. Blue-winged and Red-and-green Macaws are just two of 

the colorful species we might encounter. Once again, we'll finish with some owling, with good 

chances for Tropical Screech-Owl and Little Nightjar.  

Pousada Penhasco (BLD)  

 

Day 9, July 19: Cerrado to Amazonia 

We will enjoy some (optional) pre-breakfast birding to try for any species we might have missed 

in this area, and then head to the edge of the Amazon.  We’ll bird en route, observing the change 



in habitats as we move toward the Amazon basin.  We should arrive in time to see Blue-and-

yellow and other species of Macaws as they return to their nest holes in an area near our lodge. 

Jardim da Amazonia Lodge (BLD) 

 

Day 10, July 20: Gardens of the Amazon 

The Jardim da Amazonia offers excellent food and pleasant rooms with the added advantage 

of Point-tailed Palmcreepers on Moriche Palm fronds in front of our breakfast table. We will 

enjoy birding the trails and roads of the property which is very good for Black-girdled Barbet, 

Yellow-crowned Parrots, Amazonian Umbrellabird, Bare-necked Fruitcrow, the Brazilian 

endemic Red-necked Aracari, Blue-necked and Yellow-backed Tanager, Black-faced Dacnis, 

Blue-cheeked Jacamar,  Flame-crowned Manakins, Collared Trogon, among many more. This is a 

relatively new place for birding, so every tour adds new birds for the lodge's list. The Jardim 

da Amazonia is becoming more famous, most notably due to the newly-located and most 

reliable population of the Cone-billed Tanager, a species rediscovered in 2004 after 68 years 

with no sightings.  This is our chance to visit a top birding site before it is discovered by the 

masses!    

Gardens of the Amazon (BLD)  

 

 
Blue-and-yellow Macaw 

 

 



Day 11, July 21: On to the Pantanal! 

After some early morning birding and a hearty breakfast, we will depart for Piuval Lodge, 

birding along the way. Piuval Lodge is situated at the northern edge of the Pantanal and provides 

some great birding right on the property.  

Piuval Lodge (BLD) 

 

Day 12, July 22: Piuval Lodge and environs 

We will enjoy a full day of 

birding in the area near Piuval 

Lodge today.  You might want to 

take a break in the lodge’s 

swimming pool during our midday 

siesta, or continue observing and 

photographing the many birds 

that can be found on the 

grounds.  This evening, we will go 

on a night drive to search for 

nocturnal birds and mammals. 

Piuval Lodge (BLD) 

 
                                                                 Campo Flicker 

 

Day 13, July 23: Transpantaneira Highway 

Today we will make our way to the end of the Transpantaneira Highway, birding en route.  Expect 

to see a wide variety of birds today, from tiny Spintails hiding in the bushes at the road’s edge, 

to a plethora of water birds in the remaining stands of water, and everything in between. 

Porto Jofre Hotel (BLD) 

 

 
Hyacinth Macaw 



 

Days 14- 15, July 24 - 25: Porto Jofre – JAGUARS! 

Two full days of birding 

from a comfortable 

boat on the Cuiaba 

River. As we move along 

the river, we will search 

for the elusive Jaguar. 

As we search for this 

largest of the South 

American felines, we 

won't overlook the 

Black Skimmers, Large-

billed and Yellow-billed 

Terns, Pied and Collared 

Plovers, or any other 

birds that can be seen 

along the sandy banks 

of the Cuiaba River. We 

will return to our hotel 

for lunch and a midday 

break between 

excursions on the river.  

In the afternoon, we 

may have chances for Giant River Otter as well as both Agami and Zig-Zag Herons, and we will 

of course keep a lookout for Jaguars. We also hope to find Sungrebe and Sunbittern among the 

many other birds that frequent the river.  By the end of the day we should hopefully have big 

smiles on our faces and lots of photographs of Jaguar!  We'll stay on the river long enough to 

appreciate the sunset from our boat and to watch Band-tailed and Nacunda Nighthawks. After 

dinner, we'll take a night drive in search of nocturnal birds such as Scissor-tailed and Spot-

tailed Nightjars as well as nocturnal animals such as Crab-eating Fox and Ocelot.  

Porto Jofre Hotel (BLD) 

 

DAY 16, July 26: Porto Jofre – Mato Grosso 

We will have a bit of pre-breakfast birding near our lodge before heading back up the 

Transpantaneira Highway to our next lodge, birding en route.  We will try to move quickly enough 

to arrive at our lodge by lunch time and then enjoy a boat ride on the Cuiaba River in the 

afternoon.  From our boat, we will observe Yellow-headed and Crested Caracaras, along with 

Black-collared Hawks, as they swoop down to the water to grab fish. Jabiru Storks are common 

on the river banks, along with multiple Kingfisher species 

Mato Grosso Hotel (BLD) 



 

Day 17, July 27: Mato Grosso Lodge to Cuiaba to Sao Paulo 

After breakfast we will transfer back to Cuiaba to catch our flights to Sao Paulo, where we will 

stage for our flights home later in the evening.  For those going on the post-trip extension to 

Intervales State Park, we will transfer to our lodging near the park after we drop the rest of 

the group off at the airport. 

(BL) 

 

 
Yellow-headed Caracara 

 

 

INTERVALES EXTENSION 
DAY 17, July 27: Sao Paulo - Intervales 

After dropping the rest of the group off at the airport, we will continue to drive 

south to a hotel near Intervales State Park. 

 

DAYS 18 – 20, July 28 - 30: Intervales 

We’ll enjoy three full days birding the trails and roads of Intervales State Park. 

 

DAY 21, July 31: Intervales – Sao Paulo 

Today we will transfer back to Sao Paulo for our flights home. 

 



 

 

 
Band-tailed Manakin 

 

 

PRICING DETAILS 

Price includes:  

~ Lodging in comfortable hotel/lodges 

~ All meals as indicated 

~ All land transportation within Brazil 

~ Airport transfers 

~ Entrance fees 

~ Bilingual birding guide 

~ Pre-trip gift package 

~ Post-trip electronic group checklist and photo disk  

 

 

 

 

Price does NOT include:  

~ International roundtrip airfare US - Sao Paulo 

~ Domestic roundtrip airfare Sao Paulo-Iguazu and Sao   

   Paulo-Cuiaba  

~ Brazil visa or Argentina Reciprocity fee  

~ Tips for guide and drivers (optional) 

~ Alcoholic drinks  

~ Travel insurance 

~ Expenses of a personal nature such as laundry, phone 

calls, extra drinks and snacks, etc. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Cancellation policy:  
Cancellation must be made in writing (email or snail mail)  
More than 6 months prior to departure – full refund of deposit  

Between 4 and 6 months prior to departure – 50% refund of deposit  
Less than 4 months prior to departure – No refund of deposit  
If cancellation occurs after full payment is made, a refund will be given only if the vacant spot 

is filled.    

 

Trip insurance is recommended.  
You can compare prices offered by various trip insurance companies at this 
website:http://www.quotewright.com/?sub_id=6056  
  

Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC reserves the right to make changes in the itinerary if the 
need should arise due to unforeseeable circumstances such as weather, landslides, and other 
natural phenomena, as well as suggestions by local guides in order to take advantage of an 
unusual birding opportunity.   Lodging is subject to change based on availability. 

 

 
Band-tailed Manakin

http://www.quotewright.com/?sub_id=6056
http://www.quotewright.com/?sub_id=6056
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