
DETAILED ITINERARY 
Days 000 - 00, Oct. 19 -20:  Travel 

You will leave the US on October 19, losing a day as you travel across the international date line, arriving in Cairns on October 21*.   

*The group agreed to arrive a day early to accommodate the Barrier Reef schedule, so you will need to leave the US on the 19th 

to arrive in Cairns on the 21st.  Depending on your arrival time, you might want to do some birding on your own in Cairns on 

the 21st, and then you will have a full night’s sleep and a chance to acclimate to the time change before the full day on the Great 

Barrier Reef on Oct. 22.  We will make reservations for the extra night (Oct. 21) in Cairns and include it on your final invoice.   

 

Day 0, Oct. 21: Arrival in Cairns 

Arrive in Cairns and check in to your hotel.  The rest of the day is at leisure.   

 

   
                  Australian Pelican                          Black-fronted Dotterel 

    
                     Rainbow Bee-eater                        Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove 

 

 

 

Overnight Cairns (no meals included) 
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Day 1, Oct. 22:  The Great Barrier Reef 

Today we will take a Great Barrier Reef cruise.  From Cairns we board our comfortable vessel, the Ocean Spirit,  for a relaxing  two 

hour cruise out to Michaelmas Cay, a true coral cay and bird sanctuary  located 40km north-east of Cairns, and part of the 2000 km 

long Great Barrier  Reef.  Thousands of ground-nesting seabirds occur here: Sooty and Crested Terns, Brown Noddy, Silver Gull, 

Brown Booby, Greater and Lesser Frigatebirds, with a  chance of rarer terns and boobies. There will be opportunities for a refreshing 

dip or snorkel in these beautiful waters.  

Overnight Cairns (BL) 

 

   
Photos by Charlie and Peggy Cruze, West Chester, OH 

 

Day 2, Oct. 23: 

We will have a full day to explore the area around Cairns at a leisurely pace.  We will spend the day at local birding locations including 

Cairns Esplanade and the adjacent mangroves, Centenary Lakes and the Botanic Gardens.  The Esplanade is a hot spot for waders on 

their southerly migration and often includes unusual species for Australia including Asian Dowitcher. Likely species include Red-

capped Plover, Terek Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Great Knot, Grey-tailed Tattler, Beach Stone Curlew, Eastern Curlew, Masked 

Lapwing, Australian Pelican, Royal Spoonbill, Eastern Great, Intermediate, Little and Eastern Reef Egrets,  Striated Heron, Australian 

Pied Oystercatcher, Gull-billed Tern, Silver Gull, Collared Kingfisher, Yellow Oriole, Rainbow Lorikeet, Double-eyed Fig Parrot, 

Peaceful Dove, Mangrove Robin and Yellow and Varied Honeyeaters. Also close to the center of Cairns, Centenary Lakes and the 

adjacent Botanic Gardens provide habitat for rainforest, fresh water and salt water wetlands. Species expected include Orange-footed 

Scrubfowl, Australian Brush-turkey, Pacific Black Duck, White-browed Crake, Peaceful Dove, Pied Imperial Pigeon, Papuan 

Frogmouth, Australian Swiftlet, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Laughing Kookaburra, Rainbow Bee-eater, Black Butcherbird, Yellow-

spotted and Brown Honeyeaters, Helmeted Friarbird, Varied Triller, Australasian Figbird, White-breasted Woodswallow, Spangled 

Drongo, Leaden Flycatcher, Magpie-lark, Metallic Starling and Olive-backed Sunbird. An after-dinner walk along the Esplanade 

provides a good opportunity to see Bush Stone Curlews. 

 

Day 3, Oct. 24:  Daintree River Cruise  

Our destination today is the Daintree River, where we take a pleasant cruise through farmland and rainforest on the look-out for Great-

billed Heron, Little Kingfisher, White-rumped Swiftlet, Cicadabird,  Spectacled Monarch, Pied Imperial-Pigeon, Black-necked Stork 

and Black Butcherbird, and possibly a saltwater crocodile.  We then drive to Kingfisher Park Birdwatchers Lodge, arriving in time to 

watch for Blue-faced and Graceful Honeyeaters and Red-browed Finch.  

Overnight Kingfisher Lodge (BL) 

 

Day 4, Oct. 25:  Mount Lewis and Kingfisher Lodge 

Kingfisher Park Birdwatchers’ Lodge, on the northern edge of the Tableland, caters exclusively to birders. Within the  grounds are 

Wompoo Fruit-Dove, Emerald Dove, Noisy Pitta, Red-necked Crake, Buff-banded Rail,  Sooty Owl, Black-faced Monarch and an 

array of honeyeaters. Nearby is Mount Lewis covered in upland rainforest where we hope to find Atherton Scrubwren, Fernwren, 

Mountain Thornbill and other wet tropics endemics.  

Overnight Kingfisher Lodge (BL) 
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Day 5, Oct. 26: Atherton Tablelands 
The Atherton Tableland is a region of beautiful scenery with lakes and waterfalls, green pastures, savanna, open woodlands and 

scattered wetlands nestled in national parks and state forests, as well as Queensland’s highest mountains rising to over 1600m. Birding 

can be superb: Sarus Crane, Blue-winged Kookaburra, Forest Kingfisher, Pied  Monarch, Chowchilla, Red-backed Fairy-wren, 

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin, Golden Bowerbird, Tooth-billed and Spotted Catbirds and Victoria’s Riflebird. On our drive, we look in 

dry eucalyptus country for Australian Bustards, we visit wetlands for Green and Cotton Pygmy-Geese and Brolga, and woodlands 

support Squatter Pigeon, Apostlebird, Great Bowerbird, Black-throated Finch, and the distinctive local race of Brown Treecreeper.  In 

late afternoon we reach Yungaburra, a National Trust village that has a platypus viewing platform. 

Overnight Chambers  (BL) 

 

Day 6, Oct. 27: Atherton Tablelands 

We continue our exploration of the Atherton tablelands including a visit to Lakes Eacham and Barrine, Mt Hypipimee NP, Wongabel 

State Forest and Hasties Swamp. We walk trails in these areas looking for White-eared Monarch, Fig Parrot, Yellow-spotted 

Honeyeater, Topknot Pigeon, Golden Bowerbird, Bower’s Shrike-thrush and Varied Triller, and with luck we’ll spot a male Cassowary 

with chicks in tow.  

Overnight Chambers (BL) 

 
Duck-billed Platypus 

Day 7, Oct. 28: Back to Cairns and Cairns Esplanade 

We head back to Cairns via Davies Creek National Park to look for Rufous Owl and White-browed Robin and Kuranda for another 

chance to see Cassowary. In Cairns we will check the Esplanade for any new arrivals and other locations for any species we missed 

on the first day. 

Overnight Cairns (BL) 

 
Day 8, Oct. 29: Transfer to Lamington National Park  

We catch an early morning flight to Brisbane and drive to the Green Mountains in Lamington National Park via the Port of Brisbane 

for Mangrove Honeyeater, Mangrove Gerygone, Chestnut Teal and Red-necked Avocet, Riemore Downs for Australasian Shoveller, 

Long-billed Corella and Little Lorikeet.  Lamington National Park is 55,000 acres of a geologically fascinating plateau with deep  
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gorges and ridges formed by a 22 million year old extinct shield volcano, Mt Warning. Most of it is covered with sub-tropical 

rainforest. A feature attraction is the amazing Albert’s Lyrebird, and we make a special attempt to find this incredible mimic. Other 

goodies include Logrunner, Red-browed Treecreeper, Regent and Satin Bowerbird, Green Catbird, Paradise Riflebird, Rufous Scrub-

bird, Marbled Frogmouth among others.  At the end of the day we will arrive at O’Reilly’s Guesthouse for a two-night stay. 

Overnight O'Reilly's  (BL) 

 

   
Regent Bowerbird      Satin Bowerbird 

 

Day 9, Oct. 30: Lamington National Park 

We will have a full day of birding in the area surrounding O'Reilly's in Lamington National Park. 

Overnight O’Reilly’s  (BL) 

  

Day 10, Oct. 31: Cross the Great Divide 

We head west across the Great Dividing Range that separates the watersheds of the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean.  As we go 

further west the species become more typical of those of the outback with many species reaching their eastern most range in this area. 

Our first key birding stop is at Durikai State Forest, a dry Eucalyptus forest with a surprising diversity of species including Yellow-

tufted, White-eared, Fuscous, Brown-headed, White-naped, and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Little Lorikeet, White-browed Babbler, 

Brown Treecreeper, Striated and Spotted Pardalote, Dusky Woodswallow, Speckled Warbler, Weebill and Striated Thornbill.  Later in 

the day we visit Lake Coolmunda, a shallow irrigation dam with an abundance of waterfowl including Musk, Black and Hardhead 

Ducks, Grey Teal, Great Crested Grebes, Pelicans, Black Swans, Whiskered Terns, Cormorants and Coots as well as terrestrial species 

including Red-rumped and Red-winged Parrots, Cockatiel, Galah, Superb Fairy-wren, Zebra Finch, Tawny Grassbird and Ground 

Cuckoo-shrike. 

Overnight Lake Coolmunda Cabins with dinner at nearby Inglewood. (BL) 

 

Day 11,  Nov. 1: Lake Coolmunda,  Mosquito Creek Road and woodland birding to Stanthorpe. 

Have an early breakfast then go to Mosquito Creek Road for White-winged Fairy-wren, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Jacky Winter, 

White-winged Chough, Apostlebird, Spotted Bowerbird, Grey-crowned Babbler, Emu, Squatter Pigeon and Blue-bonnet Parrot.  Go 

back to Coolmunda Dam to find birds we missed the day before. Take a back road to Stanthorpe via Springdale Road which is a good 

location for Turquoise Parrot, Hooded Robin, Diamond Firetail, Brown Treecreeper, Restless Flycatcher, Bushlark, Rufous and Brown 

Song Lark, Mistletoebird, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little Eagle, Brown Falcon and Nankeen Kestrel.   We will stay for 2 nights at the 

Girraween Environmental Lodge, a beautiful location surrounded by Girraween National Park. The accommodation is in large 2 

bedroom cottages. 

Overnight Girraween Environmental Lodge (BL) 

 

Day  12, Nov. 2: Stanthorpe Area 

We spend the day visiting several excellent locations in the Stanthorpe area. This attractive area with spectacular granite rock 

formations in Girraween NP gives us another chance to see Musk Lorikeets, Striped and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, Striated and 

Spotted Pardalotes, and Grey and Pied Butcherbirds, Red-browed Treecreeper, Turquoise and Red-winged Parrots,  Black-chinned 

Honeyeater,  Rufous Songlark, Speckled Warbler, Diamond Firetail, Double-barred Finch, Plum-headed Finch, Yellow-tufted 

Honeyeater, Common Bronzewing and Glossy Black Cockatoo. There is also a slim chance to see Superb Lyrebird, Scarlet Robin, 

Chestnut-rumped Heathwren and Spotted Quail-thrush.  

Overnight Girraween Environmental Lodge (BL) 
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Superb Fairy-Wren 

 

Day 13, Nov. 3: Transfer to Brisbane Airport and flight to Hobart 

We spend the day transferring to Brisbane airport and flying to Hobart. After checking in at Woolmer’s Inn, we will visit Mt. 

Wellington and other birding spots near Hobart. 

Overnight in Hobart (BL) 

 

Day 14, Nov. 4: Mt. Field National Park, transfer to Bruny Island 

Today we will travel to Mt. Field National Park, which offers spectacular scenery and pristine forests, looking for birds and other 

wildlife along the way.  After returning to Hobart, we will take a ferry to Bruny Island for a 3-night stay at the Adventure Inn.  All 

twelve of Tasmania's endemic species are found on Bruny:  Tasmanian Native-hen, Green Rosella, Dusky Robin, Tasmanian Thornbill, 

Forty-spotted Pardalote, Tasmanian Scrubwren, Scrub-Tit, Yellow Wattlebird, Black Currawong, Strong-billed Honeyeater, Black-

headed Honeyeater, and Yellow-throated Honeyeater. What was considered to be the Tasmania sub-species of the Boobook Owl is 

now classified as the Morepork, Ninox novaeseelandiae, the New Zealand species. In Australia they are endemic to Tasmania and are 

found on Bruny Island. 

Overnight Adventure Inn (BLD) 

 

Days 15 and 16, Nov. 5-6: Bruny Island 

We'll spend two full days birding on the island targeting the endemics and the non-endemics that are more abundant on Tasmania than 

on the mainland, including Hooded Plover, Brush and Common Bronzewing, Swift Parrot, Flame and Pink Robins, Crescent 

Honeyeater, and the Forest Raven, Tasmania's only Corvid.  Along the coast we should see Fairy (Little) Penguins, Black-faced 

Cormorants Short-tailed Shearwaters, and other seabirds.  At night we will spotlight for marsupials including Common Brush-tailed 

Possum, Bennett's Wallaby, Tasmanian Pademelon, Long-nosed Potoroo, and Eastern Quoll. 

Overnight Adventure Inn (BLD) 
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Blue-winged Kookaburra 

 

 

Day 17, November 7: Bruny Island - Hobart 

We will transfer back to Hobart to catch flights to Sydney or Melbourne where we will connect to our flights home. Depending on 

flight schedules, some people may need to spend a night in Sydney before departure.  We will book this accommodation for you and 

include the cost on your final invoice if you wish. 

(B) 

 

Price Includes: 

~ Lodging in comfortable hotel/lodges 

~ Meals as indicated (most dinners are self-pay) 

~ All ground transportation, transfers, entrance fees 

~ Services of an expert birding guide and 2 Cheepers! Tour Leaders 

~ Pre-trip gift package, customized checklist, post-trip photo disk/flash drive 

 

Price does not Include:  

~ International airfare for arrival in Cairns on October 16 or 17 and departure from Sydney on November 2 or 3 

~ Domestic airfare: Cairns/Brisbane, Brisbane/Hobart, and Hobart/Sydney 

~ Alcoholic drinks 

~ Travel insurance (highly recommended) 

~ Gratuities 

~ Expenses of a personal nature (laundry, phone calls, extra drinks and snacks, etc.). 
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Sulfur-crested Cockatoo       Yellow-tailed Cockatoo 

 

 

 

Cancellation policy:  

Cancellation must be made in writing (email or snail mail)  

More than 6 months prior to departure – full refund of deposit  

Between 4 and 6 months prior to departure – 50% refund of deposit  

Less than 4 months prior to departure – No refund of deposit  

If cancellation occurs after full payment is made, a refund will be given only if the vacant spot is filled.    

 

 

Trip insurance is recommended.  

You can compare prices offered by various trip insurance companies at this 
website:http://www.quotewright.com/?sub_id=6056  

  

Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC reserves the right to make 
changes in the itinerary if the need should arise due to unforeseeable 
circumstances such as weather, landslides, and other natural 
phenomena, as well as suggestions by local guides in order to take 
advantage of an unusual birding opportunity.   Lodging is subject to 
change based on availability. 
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October 22 – November 7, 2017 

(Depart from the US on October 19 to arrive in Cairns on October 21) 

Participant Registration 

 
Please complete in full and return with deposit of $1000.   Balance is due by June 22, 

2017.  Make checks payable to Cheepers! Birding on a Budget.  Mail deposit and 4-page 

form to: 

     Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC 

  PO Box 385 

Spring Valley, OH 45370 

Name  (as it appears on your passport)______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone _____________________________________ Cell Phone________________________________ 

Email address______________________________________________________________________________ 

Birthdate ________  _________  ____________      Male_____  Female ______ 

Passport Number ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Place of Issue _______________________________________  Expiration Date _________________________ 

 

PRICING 

Full price for the 17 day / 16 night Australia tour is $5095 USD with a single supplement of $TBA.  I 

understand that this price is based on currency exchange rates in effect in May 2016 and that fluctuations in 

the currency exchange rates at the time full payment is due could necessitate a change in final price.  I also 

understand that the price quoted is for a group of 8 – 10 participants, and a surcharge will apply for groups 

smaller than 8.  I will have the option of withdrawing from the tour and receiving a full refund of any 

deposits and payments in the event the small group surcharge is more than I am willing to pay. 

 

Signature______________________________________________________________________________ 
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PHYSICAL CONDITION 

 Excellent              Good               Average              Poor 

Dietary Restrictions _________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Allergies __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Health  concerns (blood pressure, heart condition, etc)____________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Personal Physician_____________________________________________ Phone _______________________ 

 

INSURANCE INFORMATION 

I acknowledge that I am solely responsible for any hospital or other costs arising out of any bodily injury or 
property damage sustained through my participation in this voluntary travel.  In this regard, my health and 
accident insurance policy is provided by the provider named below. 
 
Health Insurance Provider____________________________________________________________________ 

Policy number or other ID ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Signed__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Do you have trip insurance?  yes____  no_____ 

If yes, name of company_____________________________________________________________________ 

Policy number or other ID ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Name___________________________________________________________Relationship________________ 

Home Phone _____________________________________ Cell Phone_________________________________________ 
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It is strongly recommended that trip participants purchase short-term traveler’s 

insurance covering medical, accident/life, lost baggage, and trip cancellations due to 

family emergencies and/or illness. 



 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
 

I will be rooming with ____________________________________________ Number of Beds (1 / 2) ________ 
 

   I prefer single accommodations and will pay the single supplement of $800. 

   I would like to be assigned a roommate.  If none is available, I will pay the single supplement 

 

Terms and Conditions 

Reservations for the Northern Australia tour require a deposit of $1000.00.   Payment in full is due by June 22, 

2017.   

All cancellations must be notified in writing.  

If notice of cancellation is received before April 22, 2017, your deposit is fully refundable. 

If notice of cancellation is received between April 22 and June 22, 2017, 50% of your deposit will be refunded.   

If cancellation is received after June 22, 2017, you will not be entitled to any refund of deposits.   

If cancellation occurs after full payment is made, a refund will be given only if the vacant spot is filled.   

 

 

Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC reserves the right to make changes in the itinerary if the need 

should arise due to unforeseeable circumstances such as weather, landslides, and other natural 

phenomena, as well as suggestions by local guides in order to take advantage of an unusual 

birding opportunity.   Lodging is subject to change based on availability. 

 

 
 

All participants are required to sign the following Release, Waiver 
of Liability and Covenant Not to Sue on page 4. 
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RELEASE, WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE 
(Read carefully before signing) 

 
The undersigned hereby acknowledges that participation in any travel involves some risk and 
assumes all such risks. The undersigned hereby agrees that he/she does hereby waive liability, 
release and forever discharge Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC, Jim Beckman, and Cindy 
Beckman from any and all claims, demands, rights and causes of action of whatever kind of nature, 
arising out of all known and unknown, foreseen and unforeseen bodily and personal injuries, damage 
to property and the consequences thereof, including death, resulting from undersigned’s voluntary 
participation in or in any way connected with such travel. 
 
I further covenant and agree that I will not sue Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC, Jim 
Beckman, or Cindy Beckman for any claim for damage arising or growing out of my voluntary 
participation in travel. 
 

Name of Participant (Please Print): ___________________________________________________ 

Signature / Date: 

✘______________________________________ /______ 
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