
BHUTAN 

Nestled in the heart of the Himalayas and protected by a complex geography of high mountains and deep 
valleys, Bhutan is rated as one of the top ten global birding hot spots of the world; it ranks among the top 10% 
in the world in terms of highest species density. Despite its small size, about 770 species of birds have been 
recorded in Bhutan, and it is identified as the center of 221 global endemic bird areas. Within the country’s 
borders there is an extraordinary range of habitats, from some of the Himalaya’s most extensive and least 
disturbed subtropical forests, upwards through truly exquisite temperate habitats, and (at higher elevations) 
cool, broad-leaved forests give way to towering evergreen forests of fir, hemlock and spruce. The Eastern 
Himalayas are notably moister and much warmer than areas further to the west and, as a consequence, the 
tree line occurs at much higher elevation.  Above this tree line are extensive alpine pastures which, from late 
spring to early autumn, present one of the greatest botanical spectacles on our planet. 
 

Today, the proportion of land under forest cover is 72.5%, including shrub forest. In addition to the nearly 800 
species of birds that inhabit the unspoiled forests, we’ll have opportunities to observe spectacular epiphytic 
orchids, lichens, ferns, and mosses. Bhutan harbors some of the most exotic species of flora in the Eastern 
Himalayas with over 50 species of rhododendron, along with an amazing variety of medicinal plants and 
magnolias. The valleys and even the roadside edges are home to colorful herbaceous perennials from mauve 
primulas to blue poppies and sweet-smelling shrubs. You can expect 400 plant species on a 2– week trip 
conducted in spring and about 300 species during other times of the year.   
 
The entire country is bisected by a well-maintained paved road, permitting relatively easy access to habitats 
from 150 to 3,750 m. One of the important features of Bhutan is that birding, especially in mid to late spring 
(late March to mid-May) is good virtually everywhere. Unlike many parts of Asia, one is not obliged to seek out 
a park or reserve or remnant patch of ‘good looking’ habitat, since at any stop, even in the midst of farmland, 
exciting birds are visible. 

 
The itinerary begins in Western Bhutan in the valley of Paro and takes us across multiple mountain passes, 
down into deep valleys, and all the way east to one of the best birding sites in the world at Yongkhola.  While 
the emphasis will be on bird sightings throughout the tour, this tour offers a perfect blend of the faunal, floral 
and cultural diversity of this Himalayan Wonderland. 

Mar. 27 – Apr. 8, 2023 

14 Days / 13 Nights 

$ 4595 
Single Supplement $420 

Tour is priced for a group of 

10 - 13.  A small-group 

surcharge will apply for 

groups smaller than 10. 



Himalayan Monal 

DETAILED ITINERARY 
 
DAY 00 or 0, March 25 or 26  DEPART THE US (for people who did not take the India tour) 
For participants who are starting their Asian adventure with Bhutan, you will need to leave the US a day or two early in 
order to arrive in Bhutan by March 28.  You might want to arrive a day early in order to rest from the long flight before 
our activities begin.  We will arrange for extra night(s) at the hotel and include the cost on your invoice if you desire. 
 

DAY 1, March 27 ARRIVE PARO  
The flight to Paro is one of the most spectacular in the entire Himalayas. Regardless of where your flight originated, the 
journey offers mesmerizing views and an exciting descent into the Kingdom. Bhutan’s first gift, as you disembark from 
the aircraft, will be cool, clean fresh mountain air. After immigration formalities and baggage collection, you will be met 
by our ground agent’s representative and transferred to the hotel.   You may choose to simply rest in your hotel room, 
but for those who are interested, some possible afternoon cultural activities could include visits to: 
Ta Dzong: An ancient watchtower, which now houses the National Museum of Bhutan. 
Paro Rinpung Dzong: Literally meaning ‘Heap of Jewels’, built in 1646. Some of the scenes in the film Little Buddha 
(1993) were filmed in this Dzong. 
Kyichu Lhakhang: This temple is one of the oldest Buddhist temples in Bhutan. In the 7th century, the Tibetan King, 
Songtsen Gompo, miraculously built 108 temples to consecrate the entire region of Himalaya. Kyichu Lhakhang is one of 
them.  
In the evening, you will have the option to walk around Paro town and valley at your own pace. 

Paro Ecolodge (or similar), Paro (LD) (Altitude 2,280 m / 7480 ft) 
        

DAY 02, March 28   PARO / CHELE LA PASS / THIMPHU (121 KMS / 4 HRS) 
Early this morning, we will embark on a fascinating journey to Chele La Pass.  At an elevation of 3,988 meters 
(13,083 ft) above sea level (masl or fasl), Chele La is one of the highest motorable passes in Bhutan.  About an 
hour’s drive from Paro, this pass is a botanical paradise.  The thicky-forested road winds upward through blue 
pine forests which slowly change to higher elevation conifers such as spruce, hemlock, silver fir, and juniper.  
Finally, at the summit, the vegetation is mainly dwarf rhododendrons and open alpine meadows.  Apart from 
fascinating views of Paro and Haa Valley, we will also enjoy fantastic views of the sacred Mt. Chomolhari (aka 
Jhomolhari) (7,314 masl / 23,996 fasl) and the adjacent Jichu Drake (6,714 masl / 22,027 fasl). 
 

The quest for the day will be the incredibly majestic Himalayan Monal, which is one of the most colorful and 
strikingly patterned of all the world’s many pheasants. Other typical species include Eurasian Sparrowhawk, 

Grey Nightjar, Yellow-billed Blue Magpie, Spotted (or 
Eurasian) Nutcracker, Long-tailed Minivet, Coal Tit, Grey-
crested Tit, Rufous-fronted Tit, Black-faced 
Laughingthrush, White-browed Fulvetta, Rufous-vented 
Yuhina, Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher, Buff-barred Warbler, 
Red-flanked Bluetail, Blue-fronted Redstart, Long-tailed 
Thrush, White-collared Blackbird, (Mrs.) Gould’s Sunbird, 
Olive-backed Pipit, Collared Grosbeak, White-winged 
Grosbeak, and White-browed and Dark-rumped 
Rosefinches. With a bit of luck, we will find some Altai 
Accentors lingering in their winter quarters. 
 

After lunch, we will proceed to Thimphu, the modern 
capital town of Bhutan, en route taking a short stop at 
Chuzom, the confluence of Paro and Thimphu Rivers.   
 
 
 



Slaty-backed Forktail 

White-throated Laughingthrush 

Relatively dry, the Thimphu Valley is surrounded by fine stands of Blue Pine and temperate evergreen forests.   
Increasing human settlement has pushed birding spots at least 10 kilometers further and now the ideal areas  
for birding are around the stream near Motithang and in and around Begana and Cheri villages. 
 

Some of the bird species here include Blyth’s leaf Warbler, Black-eared Kite, Blue Whistling Thrush, Brown 
Parrotbill, Common Myna, Common Sandpiper, Common Kestrel, Eurasian Hobby, Fire-tailed Sunbird, 
Greater Short-toed Lark, Golden-spectacled Warbler, Grey-backed Shrike, Hodgson’s Redstart, Oriental 
Skylark, Oriental Turtle Dove, Oriental White-eye, Red-rumped Swallow, Rufous Sibia, Ruddy-breasted 
Crake, Spot-throated Yuhina, 
White-browed Fulvetta, White-
capped Redstart, Yellow-breasted 
Greenfinch, Brown Dipper, Black 
Eagle, Blyth’s Pipit, Black-browed 
Tit, Coal Tit, Common Buzzard, 
Eurasian Hoopoe, Eurasian 
Sparrow-Hawk, Grey Bush-Chat, 
Grey Wagtail, Grey-sided Bush-
Warbler, Lemon-rumped Warbler, 
Mountain Hawk-Eagle, Oriental 
Honey Buzzard, Olive-backed Pipit, 
Plumbeous Water Redstart, Rusty-
flanked Treecreeper, Red-billed 
Chough, Spotted Laughingthrush, 
Tickell’s Leaf Warbler, Whiskered 

Yuhina, and White-throated 
Laughingthrush. 
 

Later in the afternoon, you will have the option to take an exploratory walk around the main street of 
Thimphu, visiting the government-run Handicrafts Emporium and local crafts bazaar to browse through 
examples of Bhutan's fine traditional arts.  Here you can buy hand-woven textiles, thangkha paintings, masks, 
ceramics, slate and wood carvings, jewelry, and interesting items made from local materials. 

Thimphu Tower (or similar), Thimpu  (BLD) (Altitude 2,320 m / 7611 ft) 
 

DAY 03, March 29    THIMPHU / PUNAKHA & WANGDUEPHODRANG (75 KMS / 3 HRS) 
From Thimphu, we will proceed to Dochu La Pass (3,050 masl / 10,006 fasl), which offers spectacular views 

over the high peaks of the eastern Himalayas. The descent to 
Punakha Valley and Wangduephodrang involves a change in 
altitude of 1,800 m (5900 ft). The route first passes through a 
temperate type of leafy forest where rhododendron and magnolia 
bloom in March and April, then a semi-tropical zone where orange 
trees, banana trees and cactuses are found in abundance. The 
whole area is part of what was previously known as the Black 
Mountain National Park, which has recorded the highest number of 
bird species in Bhutan.  We will take our time on the drive through 
this birders’ paradise, making many stops along the way for 
birding. 
 

Some of the bird species recorded at Dochu La and at various 
locations en route include Black-chinned Yuhina, Barred Cuckoo-



Ibisbill 

Dove, Black-eared Shrike Babbler, Black-throated Sunbird, Chestnut-headed Tesia, Crested Serpent Eagle, 
Dark-breasted Rosefinch, Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker, Green-tailed Sunbird, Grey-hooded Babbler, Great 
Treepie, Little Bunting, Slaty-backed Forktail, Spotted Forktail, Oriental Magpie-Robin, Common Kingfisher, 
Pygmy Wren-Babbler, Rufous-winged Fulvetta, Rufous-chinned Thrush, Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher, Rufous-
capped Babbler, Red-headed Bullfinch, Rufous-vented Yuhina, Speckled Piculet, Slaty-blue Flycatcher, White-
bellied Yuhina, White-throated Kingfisher, White-browed Bush-Robin, Black-throated Parrotbill, Blue-
winged Minla, Blue Rock Thrush, Chestnut-crowned Warbler, Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush, Eurasian Jay, 
Greater Yellownape, Green Shrike- Babbler, Grey-crested Tit, Himalayan Vulture, Little Forktail, Mountain 
Bulbul, River Lapwing, Red-tailed Minla, Rosy Pipit, Speckled Wood Pigeon, Satyr Tragopan, Siberian 
Stonechat, Slate-bellied Tesia, Small Niltava, Steppe Eagle, White Wagtail, White-bellied Heron, White-
browed Shrike-Babbler, Yellow-billed Magpie, and multiple species of Minivet and Scimitar Babbler. 
 

Later in the day, we will visit Punakha Dzong, also known as ‘Palace of Happiness’ or ‘Palace of Bliss’. 
Constructed in 1637 – 1638 at the junction of two rivers Pho Chu and Mo Chu, it is the second oldest and 
second largest dzong in Bhutan and one of its most majestic structures.  The dzong was the administrative 
center and the seat of the government of Bhutan until 1955, when the capital was moved to Thimphu.  

Meri Puensum Resort (or similar), Punakha / Wangdue  (BLD) (Altitude 1,300 m / 4265 ft) 
 

DAY 04, March 30   PUNAKHA (BIRDING THE TASHITANG VALLEY) 
Here, at an elevation of 
approximately 1,400 meters (4600 
ft), it is noticeably warmer than at 
most of the elevations encountered 
so far on the tour. As a consequence, 
bird activity is at its greatest in the 
cooler early morning hours.   
 

The Tashitang Valley is a truly 
beguiling spot, full of wonderful 
colors and soul-enriching scenery. 
We will spend most of the morning 
birding along a broad track that 
follows the thunderous Mo Chu River 
through delightful tracts of broad-
leaved forest.  
 

The Mo Chu River and its stony banks 
and islands often harbor many of the 
special birds that make Himalayan 
rivers such a joy for birdwatchers. 
Plumbeous Redstarts and White-
capped River Chats feed from boulders, Brown Dippers flash noisily up and down, Blue Whistling Thrushes 
look rather ungainly, and less demonstrative species such as River Lapwing, the giant Crested Kingfisher, 
Slaty-backed Forktail, and Ibisbill may also be found. We will be focusing on nesting Ibisbill, the very rarely 
observed and globally threatened White-bellied Heron, River Lapwing, Red-headed Trogon, Grey-headed 
Woodpecker, Striated Bulbul, the glowing Little Niltava, all three Tesias (the Chestnut-headed is a gem), 
Pygmy Blue-Flycatcher, Pygmy Wren-babbler, the infrequently seen and very striking Rufous-chinned 
Laughingthrush, Red-faced Liocichla and the stunning Scarlet Finch.  
 

In the forest we may see Himalayan Swiftlet, Great Himalayan, Blue-throated and Golden-throated Barbets, 
Greater and Lesser Yellownapes, Maroon Oriole, Ashy and Hair-crested Drongos, and a wide variety of 



Green-tailed Sunbird 

attractive Himalayan Flycatchers, Leaf Warblers, Flycatcher-Warblers, Nuthatches, Flowerpeckers and 
Sunbirds.  Among the more unusual forest species recorded here are Bay Woodpecker, Long-tailed Broadbill 
(photo on page 1), Red-headed Trogon, White-gorgeted Flycatcher and Yellow-vented Warbler, perhaps the 
most stunning of the leaf warblers of the genus Phylloscopus. 
 

Later in the day, we will return to Punakha and explore farther along the river, where we will be on the 
lookout for Ibisbill and Bar-headed Goose on the surrounding gravel beds, as well as migrants such as the 
lovely Ruddy Shelduck. This valley is an important migration conduit, and almost anything could turn up.  If we 
are lucky, we could also see Great Black-headed Gulls and rafts of northern ducks en route to their breeding 
grounds in Tibet. 

Meri Puensum Resort (or similar), Punakha / Wangdue  (BLD) (Altitude 1,300 m / 4265 ft) 
 

DAY 05, March 31 PUNAKHA & WANGDUEPHODRANG / GANGTEY (70 KM / 3-4 HRS) 
After breakfast at our hotel, we will drive to Gangtey in the Phobjikha Valley for a morning of birding. After a 
lunch stop at Wangduephodrang, we’ll continue our journey eastward through the Black Mountains region. 
The drive is relatively short and there will be regular stops for birding and photography along the way. The 
road finally enters forests of oak and rhododendron and then the broad Phobjikha Valley, which is one of only 
a few glacial valleys in Bhutan. We can make a series of brief stops to scan the river channel en route. We may 
see Pallas’s Gull and Pallas’s Fishing Eagle here and add a number of other species to our bird list.  Because of 
the large flock of Black-necked Cranes that winter here from mid-October through early March, this valley is 
one of the most important wildlife preserves in the country.  
 

Gangtey village is on the ridge overlooking the large green expanse of Phobjikha Valley. The Gangtey Goenpa, 
which has been a major attraction of the village dating back to the 17th century, is a prominent feature of the 
town.  This monastery was established in 1613 and completely restored between 2002 and 2008.  An annual 
Crane Festival is held here to mark the arrival of the Black-necked Cranes from the Tibetan plateau during the 
winter months and which are held as a religious blessing by the people.  

Gakiling Lodge (or similar), Gangtey  (BLD)  (Altitude 3,000 m / 9842 ft) 
 

DAY 06, April 1 GANGTEY VALLEY 
After an early breakfast, we will explore the 
Phobjikha Valley, keeping our eyes open for special 
species of birds of this region.  We will check forest 
edges and explore some of the small patches of 
cultivation and then continue our search in areas of 
productive forest; here we will be looking for species 
such as Blood Pheasant, Satyr Tragopan, and the 
majestic Himalayan Monal. Past highlights at this 
location have included Himalayan Honeyguide, 
Crested Kingfisher, Tibetan Serin, Short-billed 
Minivet, Rufous-bellied Bush-Robin, Spotted 
Laughingthrush, Yellowish-bellied Bush-Warbler, 
Rusty-flanked Treecreeper, White-browed Bush-
Robin, and White-winged Grosbeak.  We might see 
many of the birds already seen in Punakha and 
Wangduephodrang while adding new species to our 
list, such as Amur Falcon, Black-necked Crane, 
Crimson Rosefinch, Fire-breasted Flowerpecker,   

    



Grandala 

Chestnut-tailed Minla 

Green-tailed Sunbird, Japanese Quail, Red Crossbill, Red-headed Bullfinch, Scarlet Finch, White-tailed 
Nuthatch, Black-billed Magpie, Common Goldcrest, Fire-tailed Myzornis, Great Hornbill, Hill Patridge, 
Northern Goshawk, Rufous-breasted Accentor, Snow Pigeon, and White-rumped Munia, among others. 

Gakiling Lodge (or similar), Gangtey  (BLD)  (Altitude 3,000 m / 9842 ft) 
 

DAY 07, April 2 GANGTEY /  TRONGSA (130 KM / 5 HRS) 
This stretch covers a range of habitats from tall, dense, evergreen forest characterized by moss and lichen-
covered oak and rhododendron to forests of broad-leaved trees such as horse chestnuts, laurels, maples and 
alders. At higher elevation, the composition changes perceptibly with conifers such as fir, spruce, larch, 

hemlock and juniper distinctive. Bamboo is another 
important habitat here and holds a number of special 
but elusive species. It is very little birded area that 
holds several specialties such as Altai Accentor, 
Blood Pheasant, Blue-and-White Flycatcher, 
Ferruginous Flycatcher, Fulvous-fronted Parrotbill, 
Grandala, Himalayan Griffon Vulture, Himalayan 
Swiftlet, Lammergeir, Purple Cochoa, Snow 
Patridge, Scaly-breasted Babbler, Tailed Wren-
Babbler, Yellow-throated Minivet, Allied Grosbeak, 
Black-throated Parrotbill, Crimson-breasted 
Woodpecker, Golden bush Robin, Bolden Babbler, 
Himalayan Monal, Himalayan Rubythroat, 
Mountain Bulbul, Northern Sparrowhawk, Robin 
Accentor, Satyr Tragopan, Speckled Wood Pigeon, 
White-breasted Dipper, Yellow-billed Chough, and 
more.  Later in the afternoon, we will have the   
 opportunity to visit Trongsa Dzong, or ‘Fortress on tip 

of a Conch’, the longest Dzong in the country built on many levels into the side of a hill.  

Overnight Yangkill Resort (or similar), Trongsa (BLD) (Altitude 2090 m / 6850 ft) 
 

DAY 08, April 3 TRONGSA / BUMTHANG (JAKAR) (68 km / 3 hrs) 
In the short distance of 68 km, there 
is a great deal of variation in altitude: 
from 2100 masl (6890 fasl) in Trongsa 
to 3,400 masl (11,154 fasl) at Yutong 
La Pass, and then a descent to 
Bumthang Valley at 2,600 masl (8530 
fasl).  The vegetation changes from 
temperate forests of Trongsa to 
coniferous and mixed alpine of 
Bumthang. On the western side we 
will pass through a hardwood forest, 
while on the eastern side we will see 
a pine tree forest with little villages 
and beautiful houses.  The top of the 
pass is almost always covered in mist. 
 

Here we will search for Hill Partridge; 
Chestnut-tailed Minla; Brown and 



Rufous Sibia 

Great Parrotbills Chestnut-crowned, Black-faced and Spotted Laughingthrushes; Red-headed Bullfinch; 
Slender-billed Scimitar Babbler; Scaly-breasted Cupwing; Grey-crested, Coal, Rufous-vented and Rufous-
fronted Tits; Rufous-breasted Accentor; Plain Mountain Finch; Chestnut-headed Tesia; Rufous-gorgeted and 
Slaty Blue Flycatchers, and many more. 
 

After crossing Yotong La Pass, we will enter the scenic Chumey Valley in the Bumthang district, the first of four 
valleys in the area. En route to the town on Bumthang (also called Jakar) we will drive to a temple on the 
mountainside to search for the stunning Himalayan Monal. The birds come very close to the monk quarters 
for feeding, allowing for some spectacular photographs. Other birds we’ll look for include Snow Pigeon, Black-
billed Magpie, Oriental Skylark, Russet and Eurasian Tree Sparrows, among many others. 
 

After this exciting stop we continue over the Kikila Pass (2,860 masl / 9383 fasl) to enter the next valley and 
the town of Bumthang.  Bumthang is a beautiful place to visit if one has a keen interest in religion, spirituality 
and history. The district boasts several old monasteries, many sacred sites and beautiful Buddhist temples, 
including the stunning Jakar Dzong, constructed in 1667. The town itself is famous throughout Bhutan for its 
distinctive and brightly colored woven wool items called Yathra. 

Overnight Bumthang Mountain Resort (or similar) (BLD) (Altitude 2590 m / 8500 ft) 
 

DAY 09, April 4 YONGKHOLA (5 – 6 hrs) 
After breakfast, we will explore one of the finest birding areas in all of the Himalayas, the Limithang Valley. We 
will first bird the lush forested valley searching for Ward’s Trogon; Bay, Crimson-breasted and Grey-headed 
Woodpeckers; Great and Golden-throated Barbets; Rufous-necked Hornbill; Barred Cuckoo-Dove; Rufous-
bellied and Black Eagles; Mountain Hawk-Eagle; Orange-bellied Leafbird; Rufous and Long-tailed Sibias; 

Maroon Oriole; Scarlet and Grey-chinned 
Minivets; White-gorgeted, Little Pied, 
Ultramarine and Verditer Flycatchers; Little 
Forktail; Black-throated Prinia; Grey-
hooded, Grey-cheeked and Chestnut-
crowned Warblers; Black-headed Shrike 
Babbler; Scaly, Bhutan and Blue-winged 
Laughingthrushes, and many others. 

Overnight Yongkhola area (BLD) 
(Altitude 1524 m / 5000 ft) 
Accommodation in this area is limited. If 
accommodation is not available at the 
only lodge in the area, there are options 
to stay with local families or at 
farmhouses with limited amenities. 
 

DAY 10, April 5 BIRDING 
YONGKHOLA-LIMITHANG ROAD 
We will rise early and have breakfast and 
spend a full day birding the upper and lower 
Limithang Road. The famous 80-km long  

   Yongkola-Limithang Road has been touted  
as one of the best birding sites in Asia and regularly makes lists such as “Top 100 birding sites in the world”. 
The road allows us the opportunity to access a wide variety of habitats, from the high Alpine zone to pristine 
broad-leaved forest to the coniferous forest, all spanning across a vast altitudinal range. The riparian 
ecosystem vertically links all ecological zones from alpine snow to swollen subtropical rivers down in the 



Beautiful Nuthatch 

valley.  The road descends with loops and switchbacks, surrounded by breathtakingly beautiful, forested 
slopes that are unrivalled when it comes to density and diversity of tree species. Almost 350 different species 
of birds have been recorded along the road, and it is likely that more will be added in the future.  
 

This entire wonderful birding road and surrounding habitat is protected within the 905-square-kilometer (350 
sq mi) Phrumsengla National Park, formerly known as the Thrumsingla National Park. The park was established 
in 1998 and is bisected by the Lateral Road, Bhutan’s primary east-west corridor. The park’s altitude varies 
dramatically, from 700 meters (2,300 ft) to 4,400 meters (14,400 ft) above sea level. This incredible variation 
allows for vastly different habitats and flora species, in turn leading to totally different bird species at the 
different altitudes.  Interestingly, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) maintains operations in the park. 
 

Our top targets here will be the beautiful Ward’s Trogon; the vulnerable Chestnut-breasted Partridge and 
Rufous-necked Hornbill; Tawny Fish Owl; Sikkim Wedge-billed Babbler; Scaly Laughingthrush; Long-billed 
and Rufous-throated Wren-Babblers,;and the aptly-named Beautiful Nuthatch. 

 

Some of the other wonderful species we’ll be 
searching for here include flocks of White-breasted 
and Black-throated Parrotbills; Golden-breasted, 
Yellow-throated, Rufous-winged and Nepal 
Fulvettas; the very shy Rufous-throated and Long-
billed Wren-Babblers; Pygmy Cupwing; Slaty-bellied 
Tesia; Red-headed Trogon; Alpine Thrush; Rusty-
throated Barwing; Great, Blue-throated and 
Golden-throated Barbets; Crested Serpent Eagle; 
Collared Scops-Owl; Collared Owlet; Asian Emerald 
Cuckoo; Wallcreeper; Large Niltava; Mountain 
Tailorbird; Red Crossbill; Spotted Nutcracker; Blue-
winged, Grey-sided, Rufous-necked, Spotted, Black-
faced, Blue-winged and Grey-sided  

   Laughingthrushes; Rusty-flanked and Hodgson’s 
Treecreepers; Grey-hooded, Ashy-throated, Yellow-vented and Chestnut-crowned Warblers; Blyth’s and 
Black-headed Shrike Babblers; Himalayan Cutia; Slender-billed, Streak-breasted and Coral-billed Scimitar 
Babblers; Striated, Black-crested, White-cheeked, Red-vented, Ashy, Black and Mountain Bulbuls, Himalayan 
Swiftlet; and many more. 
 

After a full day of birding in this remarkable area, we will return to our lodge or family home for a good night’s 
rest. 

Overnight Yongkhola area (BLD) ((Altitude 1524 m / 5000 ft) 
 

DAY 11, April 6 YONGKHOLA / BUMTHANG (5 – 6 hrs) 
After an early breakfast, we will drive back to Bumthang, birding en route.  We’ll make an effort to sweep up 
any species we might have missed during our time in the eastern part of the country. 
 

After we arrive in Bumthang, you will have some free time to rest or to explore the town. 

Overnight Bumthang Mountain Resort (or similar) (BLD) (Altitude 2590 m / 8500 ft) 
 

DAY 12, April 7  FLIGHT FROM BUMTHANG TO PARO (30 MIN) / BIRDING PARO 

After breakfast at our hotel, we will transfer to the airport to fly back to Paro (cost of fight approximately 
$200).  Keep your cameras handy on the plane, as there will be spectacular Himalayan scenery along the way! 
 



When we arrive in Paro, we will transfer to our hotel and check in.  After a short rest, you will have the option 
of  just resting up for your long flights home, or going back into the field for a while to bird along the Paro 
River, where we’ll search for Ibisbill, Brown Dipper, White Wagtail, Rufous Sibia, Black-tailed Crake, and 
Russet and Eurasian Tree Sparrows, along with other common birds.   

Paro Eco Lodge (or similar), Paro (BLD) (Altitude 2,280 m / 7480 ft) 
 

DAY 13, April 8  TRANSFER TO AIRPORT FOR FLIGHTS HOME   
You will be transferred to the international airport for your flights home. 

End of tour (B) 
 
 
We are in the process of pricing an optional extension to the tour to visit the Tiger’s 
Nest, which would take place on Day 13 (April 8) with flights home on Day 14 (April 9).  
The price for this extra day will depend on the number of people who want to 
participate. 
 
HIKE TO ICONIC TIGER’S NEST 
The altitude of Paro valley ranges from 2150 – 2950 m (7053 – 9680 ft), and the ideal birding spots are 
through the farmlands, the lower and upper broadleaved evergreen forests, the riversides, subalpine forests 
and shrubberies.  
 

After an early breakfast, we will embark on a walking excursion to the Tiger's Nest (Taktsang Monastery), 
which appears to cling magically to a sheer rock face 915 meters (3000 ft) above the valley.  Taktsang 
Monastery, one of the holiest monasteries in Bhutan, burned down in 1988 but is now fully restored. Legend 
has it that the Guru Padma Sambhava, riding a flying tiger, landed on the cliff when he came from Tibet in the 
8th century.  There, he, and later his follower Dubthok Singye, meditated in a cave around which the 
monastery was built to celebrate his arrival 300 years ago. 
 

It is a 4-5 hour walk (approximately 6 km / 4 miles) from the valley floor, but the trailside birds and plants will 
make the effort worthwhile.  We will take it slow, stopping to see birds and plants along the way, as well as 
pausing to appreciate the stunning scenery surrounding us.  Horses are available for hire for those who think 
they won’t be able to make the uphill walk, and walking sticks are for sale at the trailhead (we recommend 
that you bring your own walking stick, as you will most likely need it before now).  There is a restaurant half-
way up where we can get a bite to eat and something to drink, as well as a restroom break.  We will be able to 
see the Tiger’s Nest from here, so some of us might opt to stop here rather than complete the walk, which 
finishes with 700 stairs to the entrance of the monastery.   
 

This is a very popular site, so we will try to arrive at the trailhead as early as possible to get in as much birding as 

possible before it gets crowded.  Birds that can be seen in the valley here include Blue Whistling Thrush; 
Hodgson’s and Blue- fronted Redstarts; Eurasian Hoopoe; Rufous  Sibia; White-collared Blackbird; Rufous-
breasted Accentor; Long-tailed and Grey-backed Shrikes; Brown Dipper, Spotted Laughingthrush, Fire-
Capped Tit; and Yellow-billed Blue Magpie. 
 



Eurasian Hoopoe 

For the flora aficionados among us, 
there will be plenty to see along the 
trail.  We will walk through 
Rhododendron arboreum, triflorum 
and virgatum; Rubus biflorus with its 
handsome white stems; a large group 
of Primula prolifera; and the bright 
blue Parochetus communis.  We will 
see Pieris formosa, Cotoneaster 
microphyllus and Piptanthus 
nepalensis and the climbing Holboellia 
latifolia, along with a host of other 
lovely plants. 

Tenzinling Resort (or similar), Paro 
(BLD) (Altitude 2,280 m / 7480 ft) 
 

Price includes: 
• Accommodation  
• All meals starting with lunch on day 1 through breakfast on day 14 (with some lunches in local 

restaurants) 
• Meeting and assistance 
• Arrival/departure transfers 
• Sightseeing as per the itinerary, inclusive of applicable entrance fees 
• Services of local Bhutanese English-speaking birding guide days throughout  
• Bhutan visa fees 
• Private vehicle with driver throughout 
• Sustainable Development fees 
• All applicable taxes 
• Services of two Tour Leaders, Jim and Cindy Beckman 
• Pre-tour gift package, including customized checklist 
• Post-tour electronic final checklist and photo collection  

 

Price excludes: 
• Airfare (both international and internal) 
• Travel insurance (Highly recommended) 
• Personal expenses: Tips, Laundry, Telephone, Beverages etc. 
• Gratuities for Bhutanese guides, drivers, etc. (optional, but recommended) 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Deposit of $600 with registration form. Balance is due on or before November 28, 2022, 4 months prior to the 

start date of the tour. 

Checks should be made payable to Cheepers! Birding on a Budget and mailed with the registration form to:  
 

Cheepers!  Birding on a Budget 

Post Office Box 385 

Spring Valley, OH 45370 

 



Cancellation policy: 
Cancellation should be made in writing (email or snail mail) 

More than 6 months prior to departure – full refund of deposit 

Between 4 and 6 months prior to departure – 50% refund of deposit 

Less than 4 months prior to departure – No refund of deposit 

If cancellation occurs after full payment is made, a refund will be given only if the vacant spot is filled.  
                    

Trip insurance is recommended. 

You can compare prices offered by various trip insurance companies at this website: 

http://www.quotewright.com/?sub_id=6056          www.insure mytrip 

  

Cheepers! Birding on a Budget LLC reserves the right to make changes in the itinerary if the need should arise 

due to unforeseeable circumstances such as weather, landslides, and other natural phenomena, as well as 

suggestions by local guides in order to take advantage of an unusual birding opportunity. Lodging is subject to 

change based on availability.    
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